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Virtue  Triumphant,  See. 


TH  E  complicated  ftory  of  Elizabeth 
Canning,  a  poor  ferving  girl,  and  of 
Mary  Squire  the  Gypfy^  contained  fo  much 
of  the  marvellous,  it  is  not  furprizing  that  the 
judgment  of  the  public  has  been  fo  divided. 
The  affair  remaining  (till  unravelled,  each 

party  obftinately  perfifts  in  its  firft  imbibed 
opinion. 

It  is  however  to  be  hoped,  that  a  faithful 
narrative  of  what  has  happened  to  Canning, 
fince  her  transportation  from  England,  and 
arrival  in  America,  will  on  one  hand  con¬ 
tinue  to  her  the  favourable  opinion  of  thofe, 
who  generoufly  befriended  hercaufe  in  Lon¬ 
don,  and  make  all  rigorous  opponents  abate 
of  their  former  uncharitable  opinion  in  regard 
to  her  ;  to  procure  which  good:effe£t,  is  the 
editor’s  foie  and  dijint  ere /led  motive  for  publish¬ 
ing  this  account  of  her  adventures;  in  which 

B  appear 


appear  fuch  fignai  ftrokes  of  heavenly  pro¬ 
tection,  fuch  convincing  proofs  to  al!  but  ob¬ 
durate  and  atheiftical  hearts,  that  virtue,  in 
however  low  a  fphere  of  life,  is  rewarded 
fooner  or  latter  by  the  Omnipotent,  from 
whole  all-feeing  eye  nothing  efcapes. 

This  myfterious  affair  concluded  by  Eliza¬ 
beth  Canning’s  being  not  only  indiited  for,  but 
convicted  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  for 
faifely  fwearing  againft  Mary  Squire  the 
Gypfy.  This  was  contrary  to  the  general 
expectation  of  people,  who  were  greatly  fur- 
prifed  thereat ;  nor  are  they  yet  thoroughly 
reconciled  to  the  whole  proceeding,  there  be¬ 
ing  feveral  flagrant  contradictions  in  the  tefti- 
monies  of  her  antagonifts.  Wherefore,  in  her 
behalf,  a  petition  was  not  only  prepared,  but 
figned  alfo  by  above  eight  hundred  gentle¬ 
men,  merchants,  and  traders  of  the  city  of 
London,  and  of  the  parifli  of  Enfield,  re¬ 
commending  the  girl  to  the  royal  clemency 
for  a  pardon;  letting  forth  the  many  circum- 
ffances  that  appeared  in  her  favour,  and  the 
ffrong  reafons  there  were  to  think  her  inno¬ 
cent  of  any  intended  crime.  But,  on  the 
other  fi  le,  great  oppofition  was  made  againft 
her;  and  feveral  afperfions,  with  falfe calum¬ 
nies,  thrown  out  againft  the  difinterefted 
abetters  of  her  caufe. 


Her 
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Her  generous  friends  thought  themfelves 
a fting  upon  a  juft  and  virtuous  foundation, 
inafmuch  as,  1  mo,  The  jirft  verdicl  of  the 
jury  between  the  King  and  Elizabeth  Can¬ 
ning,  which  was  reduced  to  writing,  and  deli- 

djj  3 

vered  into  court,  was  in  the  following  words: 
“  Guilty  of  perjury,  but  not  wilful  and  cor- 
«  mpt ”  2 do.  Their  unanimous  recom¬ 

mendation  of  her  to  mercy,  when  they 
brought  in  their  laft  verdidt.  3 tio,  The 
oaths  of  two  of  them,  upon  which  judgment 
was  refpited.  And,  4 to,  the  diviflon  of  the 
court  (eight out  of  feventeeoof  thofe  whopre- 
fided,  declaring  their  fentiments  for  pa  fling 
upon  her  the  miideft  fentence  in  the  power 
of  the  court)  were  fuch  ftrong  circumftan- 
ces  in  her  favour,  as  (her  friends  flattered 
themfelves)  would  induce  the  public  to  com- 
paflionate  her  cafe,  and  lend  their  charitable 
afliftance  in  railing  a  fum  fufficient  to  pro¬ 
cure  her  proper  accommodations  in  her  pai- 
fage  abroad,  and  to  fupport  her  when  there. 
—While  thofe  of  her  friends,  who  from  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  her  diftrefsful  cafe* 
intended  to  leave  no  ftone  unturned  in  01  der 
to  render  her  deftined  fituation  as  agreeable, 
as  in  fuch  circumftances  can  be — Charitable 
benefactions  were  accordingly  made  for  the 
ufe  of  the  perfecuted  young  woman,  and 
'  82  proper 
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proper  perions  appointed  for  the  receipt  of 
them.  F 

As  foon  as  the  time  appointed  for  the 
tranfportation  of  unfortunate  Canning  was 
drawn  near  ;  the  favourers  of  hercaufe,  by 
means  of  the  friendly  contributions  which 
they  had  raifed,  made  no  doubt,  but  that 
by  paying  a  reafonable  fum,  they  might  pro¬ 
cure  a  cabbia  for  her  and  a  female  com¬ 
panion. 

This  moderate  requeft  was,  to  the  aftonilh- 
ment  of  many,  peremptorily  refufed,  backed 
by  an  abfolute  declaration  that  fhe  mull  herd 
with  the  other  convids,  the  propereft  place 
for  her,  and  fuch  folks.  However,  by  divine 
permiffion,  aviolent  fit  of  ficknefs  feizing  the 
much  afflided,  but  not  defpairing  Canning, 
lafted  fo  long  that  the  tranfport  Chip  with  the 
convids,  which  had  been  made  to  delay  be¬ 
yond  its  dated  time,  in  order  to  carry  her  off 
with  fuch  infamous  company,  was  obliged 
to  fail  without  its  fo  much  defired  paffen- 

ger* 

The  poor  girl  being  recovered  from  a  long 
and  tedious  ficknefs,  in  which  her  life  had 
been  defpaired  of }  notwithftanding  the 
violent  oppofition  made  to  any  allevation  of 
her  fentence,  yet  humanity  prevailing  in 
moft  breads,  leave  was  obtained  at  the  en- 

fuing 
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filing  feflions,  by  a  majority  of  fix  votes,  for 
her  being  tranfported  to  her  place  of  deflin- 
ation,  in  any  other  vefTel,  and  in  as  agree¬ 
able  a  manner  as  her  friends  fhould  pleafe  ; 
to  whom  fhe  was  delivered  out  of  her  long 
confinement  in  Newgate.  And  till  fhe 
fliould  be  perfectly  recovered  in  ftrength  to 
undergo  the  fatigues  of  the  fea,  and  the  fbip 
they  had  fixed  on  be  ready  to  fail,  all  pofiible 
care  was  taken  of  her  ;  during  which  time 
fhe  was  vifited  by  feveral  charitable  per  Ions, 
of  wealth,  learning,  and  difiindion,  who 
all  made  prefen  ts  to  her  of  different  kinds, 

fome  in  cafh,  fome  in  cloaths,  others  in  books 
of  piety. 

To  all  her  vifitors  and  benefadors  fhe  be¬ 
haved  with  fuch  humility,  meeknefs,  and 
chriftian  refignation,  under  her  fentence, 
that  they  carried  off  the  moll  favourable  im- 
preflions  in  her  behalf. 

A  few  relations,  with  other  perfons  hu¬ 
manely  difpofed,  attended  and  went  in  a 
boat  with  her  to  the  fhip,  where  at  parting, 
they  all  fhed  tears.  But  Canning  with  a  for¬ 
titude  of  mind  fuperior  to  thofe  of  her  low 
flation,  “  Bid  them  not  to  weep  for  her  ; 
“  for  that  file  with  as  much  pleafure  obeyed 
“  the  fentence  of  the  laws  of  her  country,  as 
“  if  fhe  was  to  become  the  wife  of  a  wealthy 
“  husband.”  The 
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The  fhip  fell  down  the  river,  bat 
ping  forne  time  before  Gravefend,  a  number 
of  people  came  on  board,  to  have  a  fight  of 
Elizabeth  Canning.  But  this  bufy  curiofity 
was  toon  changed  into  an  affectionate  com¬ 
panion  for  fiich  unexampled  fufferings  as 
her’s  had  been,  agreeing  with  each  other, 
that  there  was  fomething  fupernatural  in  the 
whole  affair,  which  certainly  muft  one  day 
come  out. 

The  fhip  having  got  thro’  the  Downs, 
and  the  wind  blowing  fair,  continued  her 
courfe  ;  true  Englifh-hearted  Elizabeth,  like 
the  glorious  queen  after  whom  fhe  was  cal- 
led,  having  previoufly  entreated  the  captain, 
to  call  her  upon  deck  when  they  fhould  have 
the  laft  view  of  her  native  land,  he  did  fo, 
file  being  confined  below  by  fea  fick- 
nefs. 

She  ran  up  with  eager  hafte,  and  turning 
her  eyes  to  the  Englifh  fhore,  which  now 
appeared  like  a  cloud  ;  a  torrent  of  tears 
gufhed  from  them,  while  her  heart  felt  all 
the  emotions  of  nature.  Thefe  words  of 
her’s  made  even  the  feamen  weep  ;  and  the 
mafter  of  the  veffel  bite  his  lips,  in  order  to 
prevent  his  betraying  any  human  weaknefs 


on  fo  moving  an  occafion. 


Fare- 


t  7  1 

c  Farewell,  my  dear  country,  which 

<  next  to  heaven  I  revere;  and  tho  it  be  my 
«  hard  lot  never  to  fee  you  more,  may  the 
c  great  Lord  of  all  fhour  perpetual  blei- 
4  fings  on  you;  may  he  give  ftrength  and 

<  courage  to  your  armies  in  the  field,  magna- 
c  nimity  and  wifdom  to  your  generals,  to 
«  happily  execute  whatever  glorious  expe- 

<  dition  they  may  be  fent  upon.  May  yotn' 

<  fleets  return  home  always  crowned  with. 

‘  fuccefs.  May  God,  of  his  infinite  mercy 
£  preferve  his  Majefty,  the  royal  iffue,  and 
4  defeat  the  iniquitous  meafures  of  all  pre- 
‘  tended  princes,  however  deep-laid  and 
t  well  concerted  they  may  be- — May  thole 
«  benevolent  inhabitants  of  the  great  city  ot 
«  London,  who  have  not  fcorned  to  fweeten 
£  my  bitter  cup,  never  feel  the  lharp  arrows 
*  of  want,  forrow,  or  affliction.  May  my 
£  moft  inveterate  foes  never  know  the  com- 
‘  fortlefs  days  that  I  have.  May  thofe  who 
4  were  the  moft  powerful  and  ftrenuous  in 
«  my  profecution,  live  profperoufly  and  die 
£  happy — Witnefs  for  me,  heaven,  that  I 
4  bear  not  the  lead  refentment  or  hatred  to 
4  Mary  Squire,  but  from  my  heart  fincere- 
4  ly  pray,  that  fhe  may  be  converted  from 
4  her  wicked  courfe  of  life,  think  ferioufly, 
4  (and  with  penitent  compunction)  of  her 
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I  CndVWhi?  f'0m  ,her  ^vanced  life,  js  now 
c  S  far  f:  ^ethenmuft  appear  before  a 
t  J  !  ,  a"d  ^rrible  judge,  on  whom  her 
wicked  artifices  /hall  not  be  able  to  im- 
pofe,  altho’  they  have  blinded  magnates 

She  then  as  if  grown  lighter,  by  thisdif. 
charge  of  her  heart,  repeated  the  Lords 
prayer  in  a  loud  voice,  and  retired  to  her 
«bbin,  along  with  the  female  companion 
that  had  been  fent  out  with  her. 

The  failors,  who  flood  agog  during  her 
pronouncing  thefe  prayers,  were  fo  moved 
by  the  energy  of  them,  that  they  conceived 
a  kind  of  veneration  for  her;  looked  upon 
her  as  a  martyr :  therefore  /hewed  their  ut- 
inoft  refpedt  and  read inefs  to  oblige,  nay 
to  obey  her  commands  on  every  occafion. 

The  fhip  continued  her  courfe  profper- 
011%  for  about  three  weeks,  when  on  a 
Thurfday  evening,  as  the  captain  was 
prinking  tea  in  the  great  cabbin  with  Eliza- 

beth  .pmmn2>  and  other  paflengers,  one  of 
the  failors  came  down,  and  faid,  ‘  Mafter,  I 

fear  we  are  going  to  have  a  hard  gale,  the 
clouds  thicken,  the  fea  begins  to  run  rough 
and  the  wind  frefhens  apace.’  5 

On  which  difagreeable  information,  the 
captain  ran  up  on  deck,  and  bid  all  hands  to 

be 
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be  called  ;  which  order  was  immediately 
bbeyed.  Some  plied  to  the  ropes,  others 
mounted  aloft  to  reef  the  fails. 

Loud  and  repeated  daps  of  thunder,  pro-i 
claimed  impending  danger  ;  the  huge  mon 
fters  of  the  deep  rolled  with  precipitation 
towards  the  fhore,  thunning  the  uproar  of 
conflicting  elements.  The  chafed  billows 
in  angry  emulation  rofe  mountains  high.  On 
their  boifterous  tops  the  giddy  veflel  danced 
like  a  cork.  Flalhes  of  lightning  ferved  but 
to  fhew  the  tremenduous  gulphs  fhe  was 
plunging  into. 

Three  poor  failors,  as  they  were  making 
Faft  matters  above,  fell  down  with  one  of 
the  yards,  and  were  wafhed  over  board,  two 
perifhed,  but  one  was  brought  into  the  thip 
again  by  the  recoiling  of  a  wave. 

As  this  hurricane,  which  was  but  of  fhort 
duration,  began  to  abate,  and  hope  to  fpring 
up  anew  in  the  hearts  of  the  defpairing,  the 
fhip  having  been  driven  out  of  her  courts 
by  the  violence  of  the  tempeft,  the  captain 
knew  not  where  he  was,  till  the  veflel  flrik- 
ing  on  a  fand  bank,  gave  him  the  difagree- 
able  information  of  their  being  not  at  a  great 
Alliance  from  the  main  land,  which  he 
heartily  wilhed  now  to  be  farther 
from. 

C  The 
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The  weather  growing  mild  apace,  appeafed 
his  prefent  calamity  jand  Elizabeth,  who  was 
as  much  unmoved  in  the  dreadful  fcene,  as 
ihe  had  been  before  her  profecutors  in  Guild¬ 
hall,  pioully  exhorted  the  captain  to  put  his 
confidence  in  the  Lord,  by  whom  ftorms 
are  raifed,  and  fubfide;  for  that  he  never 
abandons  thofe  who  totally  rely  on  him. 


Betwixt  the  ftirrup  and  the  ground, 

Mercy  hath  often  times  been  found. 

The  captain  fomewhat  comforted  by  her 
chriftian  admonitions,  was  farther  cheared 
by  the  dawn  of  day  ;  for  he  foon  after  dif- 
covered  the  continent  of  America,  which 
pleafing  difcovery  was  immediately  over- 
call  by  learning  from  one  of  his  men,  that 
the  veiTei  being  bulged,  they  fhould  all  perifh 
unlefs  they  left  the  fhip  inftantly.  The 
boat  was  put  out,  the  few  paflengers  with  the 
crew  got  into  her,  bringing  as  many  valu¬ 
ables  as  the  threatening  danger  would  per¬ 
mit. 

They  had  not  rowed  a  league  when  they1 
perceived  the  Mails  falling,  the  fhip  being 
ffove  to  pieces.  They  foon  difcovered  fmoak 
on  the  land,  to  which  placethey  fleered,  and 
made  to  a  village  ;  when  approaching  nearer 
to  it,  they  obferved  people  on  the  fhore, 

who 
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who  having  from  thence  difcried  the  wreck 
of  the  fhip,  waited  to  fee  if  any  perfons 
were  efcaped  from  fuch  a  danger,  not  with 
the  favage  intent  of  monfters  inhabiting  cer¬ 
tain  European  coafts,  to  deftroy  on  land 
the  wretches  who  had  weatheied  the  p^iil  of 
the  fea.  But  the  contrary  defign  of  thofe 
good  folks,  was  to  bring  whatever  luccour 
fhould  be  wanting. 

The  boat  arriving  in  the  pier,  they  gave  a 
fhout  for  joy  to  fee  their  fellow  creatures 
fafe  ;  lent  a  friendly  hand  to  help  them 
out,  and  in  carrying  what  little  luggage  was 
preserved.  Canning  perceiving  the  door  of 
the  little  church  of  the  place  to  be  open,  ran 
thither  immediately,  where  proftiating  her- 
felf,  fhe  made  the' following  prayer. 

<<  Deign  to  accept,  great  Lord  of  all,  the 
humble  and  devout  thanks  of  the  meaneft 
of  thy  fervants,  and  the  moft  forlorn  in  re¬ 
gard  to  worldly  affairs.  But  my  foie  treafure 
is  in  thee,  who  laughed  to  fcorn  the  devices 
of  the  wicked  ;  bruifeft  the  head  of  the  fer- 
pent:  and  with  a  fmile  canft  reduce  the  en¬ 
raged  ocean  to  a  calm.  As  thy  vifible  hand 
hath  fupported  my  pertecuted  innocence  in 
the  mid  ft  of  evil  combinations,  fince  pilotec. 
me  thro’  the  tremendous  abyfs  of  the  fea, 
and  iuft  now  fnatched  me  from  the  voraci- 

J  C  2  ous 
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pus  waves,  that  feemed  eager  to  fwallow  us 

up,  be  always  my  guide  and  comfort,  that  I 

may  never  fink  under  adverfities,  however  ac 
cumulated.” 

.  Wyift  the  virtfious  Elizabeth,  was  mak- 
mg  this  pious  ejaculation,  the  captain  in¬ 
formed  the  people  of  the  place  who  flie 
|vas,  gave  them  fome  general  hints  of  her 
ftory  which  was  already  known  to  them 
thro  the  means  of  feveral  pamphlets  brought 

over  to  America  in  the  lab  blips  from  Eng¬ 
land.  '  ‘  r  a 

The  captain  gave  them  a  bribing  account 
cf  her  behaviour  from  the  time  fire  came  on 
board  of  him,  ftrongly  painted  her  piety, 
chriitian  refignation  to  the  decrees  of  provi¬ 
dence,  and  uncommon  fortitude  in  the  hour 
of  danger ;  that  for  his  part  he  looked  on  her 
as  a  holy  perfon,  attributing  to  her  merit  his 
having  efcaped  from  the  fhipwreck,  and 
confirmed  his  evidence  in  behalf  of  Can- 
nipg  s  godlinefs  with  a  few  oaths,  in  which 
fide  he  was  joined  by  his  failors,  who 
aamned  themfelves  heartily  ‘  if  they  did  not 
1  beheve  Canning  an  angel ,  that  her  bar- 
f  barons  treatment  in  old  England, '  would 
f  ever  fje  a  fiiame  to  it ;  but  old  England 

e  [h7,a  agreed>  and  ^firmed  it  by  oaths, 

‘  hui  bcc:i  S01ng  headlong  to  the  devil  for 

-  ;  *  *  '  $y 

c  near 
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?  near  fifty  years  lafi:  part;  every  one  can  tell 
‘  the  reafon  ;  no  wonder  any  nation  fhould 
$  be  ruined,  where  vice  of  every  fort  is  en- 

*  couraged ;  where  bribery,  corruption, 
‘  venality,  reign,  having  but  too  long 
‘  ulurped  the  place  of  integrity,  honour, 
c  virtue,  &c.' 

Canning  by  this  time,  returned  from  the 
church,  was  received  with  an  air  of  refpedt 
by  all  prefent,  particularly  by  Mrs.  Wake-* 
field,  a  rich  planter’s  wife,  whofe  abode  was 
in  the  inland  country  of  New  York;  but,  fbe 
was  come  to  that  part  of  the  fea-fhore  to  fettle 
fome  articles  of  trade  in  place  of  her  husband, 
detained  at  home  by  a  fevere  fit  of  fick- 
nefs. 

Mrs.  Wakefield  was  a  remarakahle  good 
woman,  and  on  account  of  her  well  known 
humanity,  had  received  letters  from  correfpon- 
dents  in  London,  that  in  cafe  Elizabeth  Can¬ 
ing  fhould  by  any  chance  be  brought  to  her 
part  of  the  world,  the  poor  girl  might  re¬ 
ceive  good  treatment  from,  and  find  a  patron- 
efs  in  her. 

Mrs.  Wakefield  accofted  Canning  with 
great  kindnefs,  telling  her,  ‘  Young  woman, 
‘  your  firfi:  a<5l  of  piety  immediately  after 
1  your  efcape  from  fhipwreck,  in  thankl- 

*  giving  to  the  Lord,  confirms  the  favour- 

‘  able 
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1  able  account,  and  drengthens  the  recom- 
‘  mendation  I  have  already  received  from 
‘  London,  in  cafe  your  fortune  fhould  throw 
‘  you  in  my  way.’ 

She  then  read  the  letters  fhe  had  received, 
to  her,  and  concluded  thus;  ‘Look on  me, 
‘  Betty  Canning,  as  your  friend,  and  one 

*  who  propoles  making  your  life  happier  to 
‘  you  in  this,  than  it  has  been  in  your  own 

*  country.’ 

Canning  raifed  her  eyes  to  heaven,  in 
grateful  acknowlegements  to  providence  ; 
curtifed  mod  refpe&fully  to  Mrs.  Wakefield, 
faying,  ‘  Madam;  I  fhall  ufe  my  bed  en- 
‘  eavours,  not  to  prove  unworthy  of  your 
‘  protection,  or  lhame  the  recommendation 

*  you  have  received  from  my  kind  benefac- 

*  tors  in  England  ’ 

Mrs.  Wakefield  having  difpatched  the 
bufinefs  die  had  come  about  to  that  place, 
defired  Canning  to  prepare  to  go  with  her, 
after  fhe  fhould  have  fettled  with  and  taken 
her  leave  of  the  captain  and  her  fellow- 
travellers. 

They  all  burd  into  tears  at  her  bidding 
them  adieu  ;  embraced  her  cordially  ;  the 
bailors  lwore  their  affeCtion  to,  and  hearty 
widies  for  her  welfare. 

The  other  paffengers  fet  out  in  the  bed 
manner  they  could,  for  the  different  parts 
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of  the  country  they  were  deftined  to.  The 
captain  and  his  crew  waited  to  try  if  any 
thing  could  be  faved  from  the  wreck.  Mrs. 
Wakefield,  with  her  new  acquaintance,  and 
already  adopted  friend,  Elizabeth  Canning, 
travelled  homeward  in  the  fame  vehicle. 

When  arrived  at  home,  fhe  told  her  huf- 
band,  who  was  much  recovered,  the  valu¬ 
able  acquifition  file  had  made  in  Elizabeth 
Canning,  and  by  what  luckyaccident ;  who, 
in  order  to  repofe  after  her  great  fatigue, 
having  eat  a  few  frefti  eggs  for  fupper,  and 
drunk  fome  mulled  wine,  was  put  to  bed, 
where  fhe  enjoyed  an  uninterrupted  fleep  till 
the  hour  of  dinner  next  day ;  then  fhe  was 
called  up,  and  received  moft  courteoufly  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wakefield. 

During  the  time  of  dinner,  the  children 
and  fervants  would  from  time  to  time  fteal 
looks  on  her,  as  on  a  wonder.  Dinner  be- 
ing  over,  they  took  a  walk  into  a  meadow, 
thro’  which  a  pleafing  path  with  a  gentle 
{lope  invited  to  the  fide  of  a  lake,  where 
was  built  a  neat  and  commodious  futnmer- 
houfe,  Mrs.  Wakefield’s  favourite  place  for 
drinking  tea  in  fine  fummer  evenings,  fuch 
as  this  happened  to  be, 

Tea  over,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wakefield  en¬ 
treated  Elizabeth  Canning,  with  gentle  but 

not 
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not  forcible  terms,  to  relate  to  them  the  hfc 
tory  of  her  fufferings  in  England;  to  which 
requeft  fhe  readily  confented  ;  having  pre-i 
faced  with  a  tear  and  figh,  as  pious  Aeneas 
did,  when  going  to  relate  Troy’s  ruin,  and 
his  adventures  with  Dido  queen  of  Carthage, 

Mrs.  Wakefield  made  a  fign  to  the  fervant 
who  had  attended  the  kettle  to  withdraw, 
but  the  protefted  to  her  miftrefs,  with  a  look 
of  the  utmoft  afteveration  and  earneftnels, 
that  the  would  do  double  work  the  next 
day,  if  permitted  to  hear  Mrs.  Canning  5 
ftoiy.  The  husband  sinterceflion  obtained  her 
delire. ,  So  the  mafter,  miftrefs,  children, 
and  fervant  maid,  being  fixed  in  deep  at¬ 
tention,  Canning  thus  began  her  narrative. 

On  Monday  the  firft  of  January  1753,  I 
went  to  pay  a  vifit  to  my  uncle  and  aunt, 
who  are  people  of  a  very  good  charadter,  and 
live  at  Salt- Petre-Bank  near  Rofe-]Vlary- 
Lane.  I  continued  with  them  (having  dined 
and  flipped  there  that  day)  till  nine  in  the 
evening.  On  account  of  its  being  late,  my 
uncle  and  aunt  walked  great  part  of  the  way 

home  with  me,  and  then  took  their  leave  of 
me, 

Soon  after  i  had  parted  from  them,  and 
was  come  oppofite  to  Bethlehem-Gate  in 
Moor- Fields,  I  was  feized  by  two  ruffians,* 

1  who 
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who  having  robbed  me  of  half  a  guinea  in 
gold,  and  three  (hillings  in  (iiver,  then  drip¬ 
ped  me  of  my  hat,  gown,  and  apron.  After 
which  they  dragged  me  in  a  mod  violent 
manner  into  a  gravel  walk,  that  leads  down 
to  the  gate  of  Bethlehem  hofpital,  about  the 
middle  of  which  one  of  the  robbers  after 
threatening  to  do  for  me,  gave  me  a  violent 
blow  with  his  fid  on  the  right  temple,  which 
threw  me  into  a  fit,  and  fo  entirely  deprived 
me  of  my  fenfes. 

For  you  mud  know,  Sir  and  Madam,  or 
rather  my  good  mader  and  midrefs,  thatl  had 
been  fubjedt  to  fits  ever  fince  the  unhappy 
accident  of  a  eieling  falling  upon  my  head. 
From  which  time  the  lead  fright  brings  them 
on,  and  they  commonly  continue  fix  or  feven 
hours. 

But  as  foon  as  I  had  recovered  the  ufe  of 
my  fenfes,  I  perceived  the  two  villains  were 
dragging  me  along  in  a  large  Road-way. 
Tho’  able  to  walk  of  myfelf,  I  let  them  pull 
me  along  ;  for  ]  was  fo  terrified  by  their  bar¬ 
barous  ufuage,  that  I  durd  not  cal!  out,  or 
even  fpeak  to  them. 

In  about  half  an  hour  after  the  recovery 
of  my  fenles,  they  carried  me  into  a  houfej 
where  I  faw  in  the  kitchen,  an  old  gypfey 
woman,  and  two  young  women.  The  old 
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beldam  gypfey  took  hold  of  me  kindly  by 
the  hand,  and  promifed  to  give  me  fine 
deaths,  if  I  would  go  their  way. 

As  I  guefled  fhe  meant  by  her  expreffion 
that  I  fhould  become  a  proftitute,  I  treated 
her  offer  with  contempt.  Upon  which,  the 
refentful  monfter  took  a  knife  out  of  a 


drawer,  cutoff  my  ftays,  and  took  them  away 
from  me;  at  which  time,  one  of  the  fellows 
who  had  forced  me  thither,  took  off  my  cap, 
and  then  went  off  with  the  other  man,  his 
comrade  in  iniquity. 

Soon  after  the  two  wicked  fellows  were 
gone,  and  about  an  hour  after  my  having 
been  brought  to  the  houfe,  the  old  gypfey 
woman,  forced  me  up  an  old  pair  of  flairs, 
and  pufhed  me  into  a  room,  like  a  hay¬ 
loft, ’without  any  furniture  whatfeever 
therein. 

There  fhe  locked  me  up,  threatening  with 
fuch  a  volly  of  oaths,  as  made  my  blood 
run  chill,  that  if  I  fhould  attempt  to  make 
the  lead  noife  or  difturbance,  fhe  would  in- 
ftantly  come  up  and  cut  my  throat  ;  after 
which  terrible  menace,  fire  fiiut  the  door  to, 
faftened  it  on  the  outfide,  and  went  away. 

As  foon  as  day  returned,  on  looking 
round  to  fee  what  fort  of  place  I  was  con¬ 
fined  in,  1  difeovered  in  my  wretched  pri- 

fon 
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fon,  a  large  black  jug,  with  the  neck  much 
broken,  filled  with  water,  and  feveral  pieces 
of  bread,  amounting  to  about  the  quantity 
of  a  quartern  loaf  fcattered  on  the  floor, 
where  was  like  wife  a  flnall  parcel  of  hay. 

I  remained  confined  in  this  room  from 
that  time  until  about  half  an  hour  after 
four  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  of 
Monday  the  29th  day  of  the  fame  month  of 
January,  being  in  all  twenty  feven  days  and 
upwards ;  having  no  other  fuftenance  than 
the  above  mentioned  bread  and  water,  ex¬ 
cept  one  fmall  minced-pye,  which  1  had  in 
my  pocket,  and  was  carrying  home  as  a  pre- 
fent  to  my  little  brother,  when  the  rogues 
feized  on  me. 

I  had  fome  part  of  this  provifion  remain¬ 
ing,'  the  Friday  I  made  my  efcape,  which  I 
did  by  breaking  out  at  a  window  of  the  room 
or  rather  loft,  in  which  I  was  confined.  F  iom 
whence  having  luckily  efcaped,  I  got  to  my 
friends  in  London,  in  about  fix  hours,  but 
in  a  mod  weak  and  miferable  condition,  be¬ 
ing  aim  oft  ftarved  to  death.  I  did  not  ven¬ 
ture  to  flop  at  any  houte  or  place  on  the  way, 
fearing  left  in  cafe  of  a  difcovery  of  my 
being  gone  off,  and  a  purfuit  in  conlequence, 
I  fhould  be  overtaken  by  thofe  fell  monf- 
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Duung  this  confinement  no  perfon  ever 

came  near  me,  to  a fk  me  any  queftion 

whatever j  nor  did  I  fee  any  belonging  to 

the  houfe  more  than  once:  when  one  of  the 

women  peeped  through  a  hole  in  the  door. 

On  my  fide  I  was  afraid  to  call  or  fpeak  to 
any  one. 

•f. 

fVj y  abience  having  made  not  only  a  great 
nolle ,  but  appeared  likewiie  lo  unaccount¬ 
able,  that  as  foon  as  the  news  of  my  being 

returned  was  known,  many  people  came  to 
my  mother’s  houfe  to  fee,  and  talk  to  me. 
But  the  weaknefs  of  my  condition  did  not 
allow  me  to  enter  into  any  deep  converla- 
tion  with  them. 

My  general  anfwer  to  all  who  enquired  if 
I  could  not  tell  where  I  had  been,  was,  that 
I  had  been  fomewhere  upon  the  Hertford 
road,  becaufe  I  had  feen  the  coachman  who 
ufed  to  carry  my  miftrefs  to  Hertford,  go 
by  : '  and  that  alfo  I  once  heard  the  name  of 
Will’s  or  Well’s  mentioned  in  the  houfe. 

Upon  this  information,  fome  of  the  people 
who  came  to  fee  me,  cried  out,  it  muft  be 
certainly  mother  Wells’s,  a  houfe  of  ill 
fame  a i  Enheld-wafh.  Jins  appearing  very 
probable  to  my  friends  and  the  reft  of  the 
company  then  prelent,  it  was  determined, 
that  I  fhould,  tho’  in  a  very  weak  condition 
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go  before  the  fitting-alderman,  and  make  af¬ 
fidavit  of  the  affair,  in  order  to  obtain 
a  warrant  for  the  apprehending  of  mother 
Wells. 

I  was  accordingly  carried  before  him  on 
the  31ft  of  January,  and  my  deposition 
was  taken,  containing  the  purport  of  what  I 
have  already  related.  A  warrant  being 
granted  by  the  alderman,  it  was  further  re- 
Solved,  that  I  Should  be  carried  down  in  a 
coach  the  next  day.  Upon  which,  feveral 
of  my  friends  agreed  to  accompany  me  on 
horie-back  to  Enfield-waSh. 

As  foon  as  we  had  reached  the  place,  I 
was  carried  out  of  the  coach  in  a  man's 
arms  into  the  kitchen  of  mother  Wells's 
houfe,  and  fet  on  the  dreffer.  But  I  feem- 
ing  very  faint,  good  Mr.  Lyon,  with  whom 
I  h^d  formerly  lived,  Laid  —  Betty  be  not 
terrified,  for  you  are  among  friends;  be  not 
afraid  to  charge  the  guilty,  but  be  cautious 
of  Speaking  till  you  Shall  be  fure  of  the  per- 
Son. 

1  was  then  carried  into  the  parlour,  where 
mother  Welb,  the  gypfey,  her  fon,  and 
daughter,  Virtue  H.dl  and  Judith  Nat  us, 
were  under  the  care  of  an  officer,  who  had 
apprehended  them  early  in  the  morn- 

ing. 
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As  foon  as  I  was  brought  into  the  room, 
1  pitched  upon  the  gypfey  as  the  perfon  who 
had  cut  my  ftays  off,  and  fiiid  that  Lucy 
Squires  and  Virtue  Hall  flood  by.  As  to  mo¬ 
ther  Wells,  I  declared  I  did  not  know  that  I 
had  ever  feenher  before,  and  that  I  could  not 
fay  any  thing  to  George  Squire. 

They  were  however  all  put  in  a  cart  to¬ 
gether,  and  carried  before  juftice  Tyfhe- 
maker.  On  the  way  thither  George  Squire 
the  gypfey’s  fon,  having  put  on  his  great 
coat;  on  feeing  him  before  the  juftice,  Ifaid 
he  then  looked  more  like  one  of  the  men 
who  robbed  me  on  Moor-fields.  But  as  I 
could  not  take  upon  me  to  fwear  pofitively 
againft  him,  the  juftice  difcharged  George 
Squire  and  the  reft,  except  the  gypfey  and 
mother  Wells.  One  of  whom  he  committed 
to  prifon,  being  fworn  againft  by  me  for 
having  robbed  me  of  my  ftays;  and  the  other 
for  keeping  a  diforderly  houfe. 

But  before  the  feffions  came  on,  that  they 
were  to  take  their  trial,  my  friends  thought 
they  fhould  be  able  to  go  more  to  the  bottom 
of  the  affair,  by  apprehending  Virtue  Hali, 
who  was  a  fervant  in  mother  Wells’s  houfe. 
Application  was  therefore  made  to  juftice 
Fielding,  who,  upon  my  making  informa¬ 
tion  upon  oath  before  him,  granted  a  war¬ 
rant 
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rant  for  apprehending  Virtue  Hal!,  whowas 
accordingly  brought  before  him,  and  made 
an  affidavit  which  ftrengthened my  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  cruel  treatment  I  had  received. 

The  next  day,  in  confequence,  an  adver- 
tifement  was  publiffied  in  the  news  papers, 
offering  a  reward  oi  ten  pounds  for  the  tak¬ 
ing  of  John  Squire,  the  gyfey’s  fon,  and  ten 
pounds  for  taking  his  accomplice.  At  the 
feffions  which  began  at  the  Old  Bailey  on 
Wednefday  the  21  ft  of  February,  1753, 
the  gypfey  and  mother  Wells  were  indicted. 
The  former,  for  that  ffie  on  the  fecond  day 
of  January,  in  the  dwelling-houfe  of  Su- 
fanah  Wells,  widow,  did  make  an  affault 
upon  me  Elizabeth  Canning,  putting  me  in 
corporal  fear  and  danger  of  my  life,  and  did 
fteal,  take,  and  carry  away  from  my  perfon 
in  faid  dwelling-houfe,  one  pair  of  flays, 
value  ten  {hillings  5  and  the  latter  for  harbour¬ 
in'7  Squires,  whom  fhe  knew  to  have  been 
gutlty  of  faid  robbery— Squires  the  gypfey  was 
condemned  to  the  general  fatisfa&ion  of  the 
public. 

But  a  few  days  after  her  condemnation, 
it  was  ftrongly  reported,  that  Virtue  Flail, 
who  had  1  worn  lo  politively  (in  my  behalf) 
to  all  the  particulars  at  the  Old  Bailey,  was 

about  to  recant  all  her  evidence  that  ffie 

had 
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Lad  depofed  there  j  and  fwear  the  whole  to 
be  falfe 

This  fudden  recantation  as  unexpected 
as  wicked,  was  brought  about  by  bribery, 
and  the  inftrudtions  of  a  notorious  meddling, 
and  defpifed  writer  called  dodtor  H — 1,  em¬ 
ployed  as  was  reported  for  that  purpofe,  by 

- - - — ,  who  owed  a  compliment 

to  the  gypfey’s  family,  on  account  of  her  fon 
George  Squire’s  never  giving  his  evidence  in 
a  cafe  of  murder  committed  on  the  body  of 
a  man  fervant,  by  an  intimate  of  his,  to 
which  no  body  was  privy  but  George  Squire 
— I  only  fpeak  from  common  report  ;  for 
be  it  far  from  me  to  afperfe  any  gentle¬ 
man. 

After  this  contrivance,  a  combination  of 
evil  minded  people,  fet  about  fpreading  all 
forts  of  flanderous  accounts  in  order  to  injure 
me  in  the  efteem  of  the  public,  which  had 
fo  ftrongly  efpoufed  my  caufe.  As  all  thofe 
calumnies  were  in  part  defeated  by  the  mid¬ 
wife,  who  faid  the  was  ready  to  make  oath, 
that  from  the  appearances  on  my  fhift,  I  had 
not  been  guilty  of  any  impure  commerce 
with  man,  or  undergone  any  foul  difbemper, 
which  I  retired  to  be  cured  of,  or  as  others 
faid,  to  lie  in,  which  laid  charge  was  with  in- 
duftrious  malice  fpread  abroad.  The  contrary 
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o  j  wliich  was  fupported  by  the  worthy  juf- 
tice  Fielding,  reputable  dodtors,  furgeons, 
apothecaries ,  and  midwives,  but  all  in  vain  ; 
the  edge  of  perfection  was  whetted  againft 
my  innocence,  and  numbers  of  vile  people 
were  found  at  Abbotsbury,  to  fwear  that 
Squires  was  there  at  the  very  time  I  fwore  to 
her  having  robbed  me,  which  evidences, 
tho’  prepared,  and  contradi&ory  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  all  impartial  people,  joined  to  the 
wicked  recantation  of  Virtue  Hall,  were 
enough  to  blacken  me;  and  be  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  my  being  indited  for  wilful  and  cor¬ 
rupt  perjury. 

One  of  the  great  arguments  my  enemies 
employed  to  prove  me  guilty  of  an  impofture 
was  the  feeming  impoffibility  of  my  being 
able  to  fubfift  for  fo  long  a  time,  on  fo  fmall 
a  quantity  of  food  ;  and  at  laft,  to  have 
ftrength  enough  to  walk  home  to  mv  mo¬ 
ther’s  houfe.  y 

But  the  learned  and  ingenious  Mr.  Solas 
Dodd,  thro’  his  chriftian  benevolence,  joined 
to  his  well  known  humanity,  to  befriend 
the  innocent  diftrefled,  has  proved,  in  a 
printed  book,  the  poflibility  of  the  whole 
with  fuch  undeniable  arguments,  as  doftor 
H —  with  all  his  impudence,  and  fixed  ani- 
mofity  againft  poor  unoffending  me,  has 
not  been  able  to  refute.  * 
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But  what  avail  all  arguments  where 
thole  appointed  to  judge  are  predetermined. 
What  could  the  (ingle  evidence  of  a  poor 
illiterate,  mean  born  girl  like  me  fignify, 
againfta  crowd  of  tutored  and  (forgive  me 
it  I  wrong  them)  fuborned  witneffes?  juft 
as  much  as  the  bleating  of  a  young  lamb  can, 
again  ft  the  howling  of  hungry  wolves  eager 
to  devour  it. 

My  iaft  deciftve  fcene  at  the  Old  Baily, 
was  in  the  April  feffions,  1753,  where  I 
Elizabeth  Canning  flood  convidted  for  wil¬ 
ful  and  corrupt  perjury  for  falfely  (wearing 
againft  the  gypfey  Mary  Squires. 

As  foon  as  all  the  witneffes  were  exa¬ 
mined,  the  recorder  fummed  up  the  evi¬ 
dence  on  both  (ides,  which  took  up  above 
two  hours.  It  being  then  twelve  o’clock  at 
night,  of  Tuefday  May  6th,  the  jury  with¬ 
drew,  and  aftewards  being  upwards  of  two 
hours,  brought  in  their  verdidt  in  writing, 
guilty  of  perjury,  But  not  wilful  or 

CORRUPT. 

But  the  court  infilling  that  their  verdidt 
muft  be  either  guilty,  or  not  guilty,  they 
again  withdrew,  and  in  a  fhort  time  after 
brought  me  in  guilty,  but  recommended  me 
to  the  mercy  of  the  court.  In  confequence 
of  this  verdidt  I  was  immediately  commit¬ 
ted  prifoner  to  Newgate. 
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Thus  ended  my  trial,  which  had  laded 
eight  days ;  and  it  was  allowed  by  all  to 
have  been  the  mod  extraordinary  one,  that 
ever  came  before  any  court  in  this  kingdom. 
My  fentence  was  refpited  til!  the  next  feffi- 
ons,  which  began  May  the  13th.  In  the 
mean  time,  two  of  the  jury  who  tried  me, 
made  an  affidavit  that  they  did  not  mean  by 
their  verdidt  to  bring  me  in  guilty  of  wilful 
and  corrupt  perjury. 

When  the  feffions  began,  one  of  the 
king’s  council  moved  for  an  arrelt  of  judg¬ 
ment,  or  a  new  trial,  and  argued  very 
ftrongiy  for  it ;  but  this  motion  was  over¬ 
ruled,  and  the  court  proceeded  to  pafs  fen¬ 
tence  :  but  differing  in  their  opinions  what 
this  ffiould  be,  they  divided,  when  eight  of 
them  were  for  laying  only  afmall  pecuniary 
fine  on  me,  and  nine  for  a  month’s  impri- 
fonment,  and  that  at  the  expiration  thereof  i 
ffiould  be  tranfported  to  fome  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  plantations  for  feven  years.  Thus  by 
the  majority  of  one  vote  only,  the  feverer 
fentence  took  place  againft  me,  the  unfor-^ 
tunate  Elizabeth  Canning.” 

Having  ended  her  difinal  ffory  fhe  drop¬ 
ped  a  tear,  and  fetched  a  deep  figh,  as  did 

all  her  hearers  fympathetically - Mrs. 

Wakefield’s  children  breathed  the  direft 

E  2  revenge 
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revenge  againft  wicked  Squires;  and  thefer- 
vant  maid  who  heard  all  behind  backs  only, 
wilhed  to  have  a  fight  of  that  fellow  H — , 
who  had  prejudiced  the  public  againft  the 
innocent  girl ;  that  file  would  foften  his 
addle  head,  and  fo  cut  his  goofe  quill  for 
him,  that  he  fhould  be  totally  difabled 
from  ever  more  cooking  up  falfeftuffforthe 
public. 

To  Mr.  Wakefield,  who  feetned  to  have 
heard -the  narrative  with  a  collected  fedate- 
neft,  his  wife  thus  addrelled,  “  My  dear, 
to  ferve  as  a  proper  clofe  to  this  interefting 
hiftory,  and  to  imprefs  a  ftill  more  favour¬ 
able  opinion  of  this  unhappy  fufferer,  give 
me  leave  to  read  to  you,  the  copy  of  a  letter 
given  me  by  the  captain,  Mrs.  Betty  Canning 
failed  from  England  with.  This  letter  was 
written  by  a  gentleman  in  London  to  his 
friend  in  the  country,  giving  an  account  of 
the  laft  morning  of  Elizabeth  Cannning’s 
trial,  and  of  her  behaviour  after  fentence 
pafied, 

S  I  R, 

I  fhall  with  the  greateft  pleafure  inform 
you,  as  to  the  articles  you  defire  to  know — 
When  the  jury  brought  their  firft  verdidlinto 
court,  guilty  of  perjury  but  not  wilful  and 

corrupt , 
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corrupt ,  there  was  a  great  fhout  ;  but  when 
after  being  fent  out  they  returned,  and 
brought  in  a  verdiit,  guilty  of  the  indiSlment , 
there  was  a  remarkable  and  mournful  fi- 
lence. 

The  girl’s  behaviour  at  fo  unexpedted  a 
fhock,  fhewed  great  calmnefs  and  chriftian 
fortitude.  In  order  to  fatisfy  my  own  curi- 
ofity,  as  well  as  your  requeft,  I  accompanied 
her  to  the  prifon.  In  her  way  thither,  and 
during  my  ftay  with  her  that  morning,  fhe 
was  not  diftrefted  as  one  might  have  ima¬ 
gined  any  perfon  to  be  under  confinement. 
Her  behaviour  was  Heady,  ferene  and  tran¬ 
quil,  and  her  greateft  concern  feemed  to  be 
for  her  poor  mother;  left  fhe  fhould  be  too 
much  (hooked  at  hearing  the  unwelcome 
news. 

I  have  vifited  her  fundry  times  fince,  and 
have  in  general  found  her  behaviour  to  be 
chearful  and  refigned  to  the  lot  provi¬ 
dence  has  been  pleafed  to  chufe  for  her. 
She  once  faid  fhe  hoped  fhe  fhould  not  be 
there  long,  but  if  fhe  fhould,  fhe  would  en¬ 
deavour  to  fubmit  to  it. 

In  fhort  her  whole  conduit  under  her 
prefent  circumftances,  has  been  (as  far  as  I 
am  judge  of  human  nature)  juft  fuch  as  we 
might  fuppofe  that  ofconfcious  innocence  to 

be. 
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be  •  not  bold  and  infolent,-  as  a  though tlefs 
or'ii'l  is  apt  to  behave,  nor  fallen,  and 
moody,  as  if  confcious  of  crimes  fire  had 
been  unwilling  to  be  detected  in. — And  in 
the  account  I  allure  you  1  have  nothing  ex¬ 
aggerated.  And  am, 


S  I  R, 


Your  mod;  devoted  obedient 


and  humble  Servant. 


Cborepbilus  1’ell-truth. 


Canning,  who  held  her  head  modeftly 
reclined,  during  the  perufal  of  this  letter,  at 
the  clofe  of  it,  faid  Madam,  I  believe  1  can 
furnifh  you  with  fome  printed  papers,  by 
which  it  will  appear,  how  the  public  of 
London  thought  in  a  more  favourable  man- 
ner  of  me  than  my  judges. 

Mr.  Wakefield  observing  the  dew  to 
fall,  propofed  returning  to  the  houfe,  and 
the  reading  to  be  deferred  till  after  fupper ; 
which  fhould  be  his  elded  child’s  task,  a 
boy  about  ten  years  old  who  skipped  for 
joy  at  being  appointed  the  reader,  and  held 
his  dear  Canning  by  the  hand  all  the  way 

home  ; 
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iiome ;  drank  her  health  after  fupper,  and 
her  welcome  to  America,  from  the  wicked 
people  in  Old  England,  which  he  fhould 
ever  after  hate  on  her  account. 

Immediately  alter  fupper,  young  Mailer 
Wakefield  read  the  following  queries  pu- 
bliflied  in  the  news  papers  of  London,  and 
bearing  date,  May  the  4th,  1753.  . 

1.  Is  not  E.  C’s.  furrendering  herfelf 
voluntarily,  when  fhe  had  nothing  tolofe  by 

going  away,  an  argument  of  her  inno¬ 
cence? 

2.  Is  it  agreeable  to  law,  that  a  jury  once 
charged  with  the  evidence,  may  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  go  at  large,  before  they  have  de¬ 
livered  their  verdidt  ? 

3.  Is  it  necefiary  upon  an  indictment  for 
perjury,  not  only  to  prove  that  the  fadt 
bvorn  to  is  falfe  ;  but  a’fo,  that  the  de¬ 
fendant  knew  it  to  befo  at  the  time  of  lwear- 
ing  ? 

4  Does  not  the  law  require,  that  a  jury 
charged  upon  fuch  indictment,  mud  neeef- 
iarily  bring  in  their  verdidt  guilty,  or  not 
guilty  generally  ? 

5 •  Does  not  a  finding  the  defendant  not 
guilty  of  wilful  perjury,  amount  to  an  ac¬ 
quittal,  although  they  fhould  alfo  find  the 
party  guilty  of  (wearing  j a IJ'cly  not wilfully  ? 

6.  Sup- 
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6.  Suppofe  the  jury  through  furprife  or 
miftake,  fhould  find  fuch  averdidt,  is  there  any 
remedy  to  prevent  judgment  in  fuch  cafe  ? 

7.  The  jury  on  the  trial,  were  fufFered 
to  go  out  at  large  every  night,  and  for  two 
whole  days,  in  which  the  trial  was  ad¬ 
journed. 

A  remark  made  by  the  learned  in  the  law. 

“  In  the  cafe  of  Simons  the  Polish 

“  Jew - Upon  affidavit  of  the  jury,  that 

“  they  did  not  mean  to  give  fuch  verdidt 
iC  as  was  entered,  (as  here  that  they  did  not 
“  mean  to  find  the  defendant  guilty  of 
(t  that  part  of  the  indidlment,  which  charges 
“  with  wilful  perjury,  but  only  that  he  had 
“  in  fome  part  fworn  falfely,  though  not 
“  wilfully,)  the  court  did  fet  afide  the 

“  trial. - If  this  be  really  the  cafe,  the  jury 

“  ought  however,  for  disburdening  their 
“  own  confidences,  to  make  fuch  repre- 
“  fentations  to  the  court,  and  leave  the  effedt 
“  to  them.” 

—  Rational  queries  about  the  cafe  of  E.  C. — 

It  mud  be  acknowledged  that  the  cafe  of 
Elizabeth  Canning,  is,  to  every  fubjedt  in 

Eng- 
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England,  both  intereffing  and  alarming. 
For  if  it  fhould  prove  after  all  true,  that  hie 
did  actually  fuffer  the  cruel  ufage,  of  which 
fhe  complains,  from  the  hands  of  a  fet  of 
unknown  favages,  fomewhere  about  En¬ 
field- V/afh:  whether  fhe  has  accufed  the 
right  perlons,  or  has  made  a  mi  flake-  which 
undoubtedly  fhe  might  very  innocently  have 
done. 

If  thefe  things  are  fo,  I  afk  what  man  or 
woman,  at  leaft,  what  private  fubjedt  in 
England,  is  in  fafety,  if  a  let  of  ruffians 
may  at  any  time  fpirit  away  a  perfon,  keep 
him  in  confinement,  rob,  ftrip,  ftarve,  and 
treat  him  with  unheard-of  barbarity  ■,  yet  he 
mufl  run  the  hazard  of  a  profecution  for  per¬ 
jury,  if  his  account  of  his  fufferings  feems  to 
wife  heads  a  little  ffrange ;  if  he  is  to  be  put 
in  Newgate, pilloried  and  banifhed,  or  ruined 
in  his  chara&er  or  bufinefs,  becaufe  he  has 
made  an  innocent  miftake  in  his  narration  • 
if  this  be  the  cafe  of  Engliffi  fubjedts,  upon 
what  ground  do  we  (land  ? 

t  not  this  giving  us  up  into  the  hands  of 
thieves,  kidnappers,  or  robbers  ?  Is  it  not 
the  moft  effedtual  method  that  can  be 
contrived  for  difeouraging  informations 
againft  the  vileft  offenders,  the  nufances  and 

pefts  of  fociety  ?  And  is  not  this  diredtly 
contrary  to  found  policy  ? 
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Did  ever  any  wife  ftate  aft  thus,  to  throw 
the  advantages  into  the  hand  of  the  enemies 
of  the  public  peace  ;  or  to  make  it  difficult 
or  dangerous  to  profecute  vagabonds,  thieves, 
and  ruffians.  At  this  rate,  the  more  unna¬ 
tural,  cruel,  and  the  more  artfully  wicked  the 
treatment  which  a  good  fubjed  meets  with 
from  a  let  ol  banditti ,  the  lets  chance  he  is 
like  to  have  of  redreis ;  the  more  hazard  he 
runs  in  endeavouring  to  obtain  redreis  in  a 
legal  way. 

bor  it  thofe  who  pretend  to  decide  of  the 
truth  of  this  narration,  are  to  begin  at  the 
wrong  end  of  the  buiinefs,  and  reafon  back¬ 
ward  ;  if  they  are  to  fay,  this  account  of 
pretended  grievances  is  io  ftrange,  it  cannot 
be  true  ;  nay,  though  it  ffiould  be  everfo 
well  proved,  it  mud  be  falfe,  becaufe  it  is 
unuiual,  or  different  from  any  thing  we  ever 
met  with! 

If  men  of  weak  intelleds,  ftrong  paffions, 
and  where  views  have  not  been  enlarged  by 
reading,  and  knowledge  of  the  world,  are 
in  this  manner  to  argue  fpeculatively,  and 
refolve  not  to  admit’  the  belief  of  facts, 
merely  becaufe  thofe  fads  feem  to  their 
narrow  minds  unaccountable  ;  and  if  profe- 
cutions  are  to  be  commenced  by  fuch  dreams, 
and  the  tables  to  be  turned  in  fuch  a  manner 

that 
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'that  the  innocent  fufferer  fliall  find  himfelf 
in  the  place  of  the  criminal,  who  would 
think  of  making  a  complaint,  or  givin  g  an 
information  ? 

Who  would"  not  rather  fit  down  contented 
with  his  firfl:  injury,  than  run  the  hazard  of 
having  calumny,  imprifohment,  and  all  the 
rigour  of  the  Jaw  heaped  upon  him,  and 
added  to  his  former  bufferings.  : 

ror  my  own  part,  and  in  the  name  of  ail 
my  fellow'  fubjeds,  I  fay,  that  if  I  flhould 
be  met  alone,  by  a  rogue  in  the  fields,  lofe 
my  watch,  and  a  little  money  to  him,  I 
Would  fay  nothing  of  the  matter  after. 

Becaufe,  how  could  I  know  whether  the 
fellow  who  did  it,  might  not  have  been 
formerly  pimp  to  fome  great  man,  who 
might  take  his  part,  get  him  off,  and  com¬ 
mence  prosecution  againft  me  for  wilful  and 
corrupt  perjury. 

from  unfortunate  Canning’s  difafler,  let 
all  honeft  people  as  much  it  is  in  their  power, 
labour  to  keep  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
dreadful  fangs  of  the  law  For  rov  part,  if 
I  walk  out  into  the  fields  alone,  am  robbed 
and  abufed,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the 
maiks  of  the  cruelty  of  the  ruffians  remain 
upon  me ;  and  if  I  after  through  miflake, 
accule  a  perlon  or  perfons  of  the  robbery  or 
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aflault,  and  thole  perfons  are  afterwards 
clearly  found  to  be  innocent,  I  appeal  to  the 
humanity  and  common  fenfe  of  the  impartial 
public,  whether  it  would  be  agreeable  to 
juftice,  to  law  in  its  original  intention,  to 
the  good  of  fociety,  or  to  the  common  feel¬ 
ings  of  mankind,  to  commence  a  profecution 
againft  me  for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury , 
upon  any  other  foundation,  than  a  clear  and 
ftrong  preemption  of  a  malicious  intention 
in  me  againft  their  particular  perfons,  occa- 
lioned  by  fome  former  difference  between  us, 
and  rendered  probable  by  the  notorious 
wickednefs  of  my  character. 

T  he  fubjed  matter  now  before  us,  is,  the 
dreadful  and  alarming  precedent,  of  a  pro¬ 
fecution  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury  againft 
a  perfon,  already  moft  cruelly  injured ;  and 
its  poffible  effeds  in  giving  great  advantage 
to  the  wicked  part  of  the  people,  and  ren¬ 
dering  the  fuppreffion  of  enormities  difficult 
and  dangerous. 

Let  it  not  however  be  imagined,  that  any 
thing  advanced  in  thefe  queries  by  me  an  im¬ 
partial  ft under- by ,  have  been  calculated  to  re- 
fled  upon  any  perfon  or  perfons  concerned 
in  this  affair.  For  I  can  fuppofe  rafh  and 
wrong  fteps  taken,  without  afcribing  them  to 
deliberate  ill  defign. 

The 
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The  reftlefs  enemies  of  poor  Elizabeth 
Canning,  not  fatisfied  with  her  fentence, 
daily  propagated  fcandalous  reports  of  her 
irregular  and  fhameful  behaviour  while  con¬ 
fined  in  Newgate,  with  every  other  aggra¬ 
vating  circumftance  their  unwearied  malice 
could  invent.  Wherefore  fome  pious  and 
charitable  people  in  order  to  be  convinced  of 
the  truth  hereof,  entreated  that  worthy 
clergyman  the  reverend  William  Reyner, 
redtor  of  St. Mary  Magdalen ,  old  Fi/h-  Street, 
to  go  and  fee  her ;  whoaccordnigly  did,  and 
gave  under  his  hand  the  following  account, 
dated  June  7th,  1753. 

“  1  have  vifited  Elizabeth  Canning  often, 

without  having  given  any  previous  notice 
“  of  my  coming,  and  always  found  the  ap- 
“  pearance  of  decency,  order,  and  fobriety, 
“  both  in  the  prifoner  and  her  few  atten- 
“  dants. 

“  I  have  fometimes  converfed  with  her 
“  alone,  fome  times  in  the  prefence  of  her 
.  “  friends,  on  the  crime  for  which  the  was 
“  indidted.  I  have  read  to,  and  prayed 
“  with  her,  and  them,  as  fhe  profeffed 
“  herfelf  a  member  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
“  land. 

“  Shea!  ways  joined  cordially  and  earneftly 
“  in  the  devotional  office  of  the  liturgy  ; 

“  nor 
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“  nor  have  I  been  able  to  difcover'any  tiling 
“  that  could  give  occafion  to  a  charge  of  en- 
“  thufiafm.  On  the  contrary,  the  appear- 
“  ances,  the  converfation,  and  the  behavi- 
“  our  of  Elizabeth  Canning  have,  to  the 
“  beft  of  my  obfervation,  been  always  fuch, 
“  as  indicated  a  mind  not  unfettled  in  the 
“  principles  of  religion,  or  confcious  of  a 
<c  flagrant  guilt,  nay  even  the  ieaft  fhadow 
“  of  it:  and  this  as  a  fervant  of  the  lord, 
“  however  unworthy,  I  think  myfelf  bound 
*•  to  certify,  and  have  pubiifhed  it  in  re- 
“  gard  to  religion,  virtue,  and  truth.” 

Notwithftanding  the  publifhed  certificate 
of  this  pious  clergyman,  which  one  would 
have  thought  fufficient  to  abafh  and  fiience 
all  the  black  agents  of  iniquity,  the  wicked 
writer  of  the  infpctlor  (for  which  purpofe  it 
is  faid  he  was  hired)  ftill  continued  to  pour 
afperfions  againft  poor  Elizabeth  Canning. 
Nay  the  worthy  clergyman  who  attempted 
to  refcue  her  character  from  calumny,  tho’ 
through  no  other  motive  than  chriftian 
charity,  received  annonymous  and  abufive 
letters,  a#  did  mod  of  her  friends,  benefac¬ 
tors,  and  patrons,  at  the  fame  time;  all  which 
by  the  peculiarity  of  their  (files,  were  guef- 
fed  to  have  flowed  from  the  fame  fcun  ilous 
pen,  which  had  daily  filled  the  infpe&or 

with 
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with  crowded  lies,  and  foul  invedives- 
That  mercenary  felon  of  tnequilf  can  give  a 
good  or  bad  character  according  as  paid. 

But  the  quite  reverfc  of  him,  a  man  of 
true  honour,  and  undoubted  genius,  juftice 
Fielding  who  had  wrote  inftrudive  pam¬ 
phlets,  and  taken  great  pains  in  defending  in¬ 
nocent  Canning’s  caule,  thought  proper  in 
order  to  flop  the  torrent  of  the  infpetfor's 
abufe,  to  have  printed  in  the  public  papers, 
June  13  th,  what  he  was  pleafed  to  call,  / 

Juft  prejudices  in  the  favour  of  Elizabeth 

Canning. 

imOy  Sne  has  an  unqueftionable  character, 
again  ft  which  her  worft  enemies  have  no¬ 
thing  to  object.  This  is,  and  always  was 
efteemed  a  matter  of  great  weight  in  favour 
of  any  party  or  witnefs,  and  is  indeed  the 
only  defence,  which  in  many  cafes,  a  worthy 
and  honeft  man  can  make  againft  the  at¬ 
tacks  of  the  vileft  rafeal,  who  the  more  har¬ 
dened  he  is,  will  fwear  the  more  boldly  and 
pofitively.  I  know  their  are  feme  who 
make  light  of  this  argument,  but  it  is  be- 

caufe  they  have  it  not  to  plead  on  their  own 
tide. 

2  do. 
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2  do,  She  voluntarily  furrendercd  when 
hie  might  have  eafily  gone  off,  and  had  no¬ 
thing  to  lofe  or  forfeit  by  going  away  •  and 
this  when  {he  knew  with  what  zeal  and 
bitternefs,  power  and  intereft  {he  was  pro- 
fecuted  ;  fo  that  {he  could  have  no  reafon  to 
think  it  pofiable  for  her  to  efcape,  if  hie 
knew  herfelf  guilty.  It  is  as  clear  then  as 
noon  day,  that  nothing  but  a  confcioufnefs 
of  her  own  innocence  could  have  prompted 
her  to  have  run  fo  manifeft  a  hazard. 

For  the  fake  of  truth  and  the  public,  I 
fhall  now  take  notice  of  what  was  not 
proved  againft  her ;  although  it  might  na¬ 
turally  have  been  expeded  in  the  courfe  of 
evidence. 

into,  It  was  not  proved  for  what  end  and 
purpofe  all  this  forgery  and  perjury  was  in¬ 
vented.  I  know  many  fuppofitions  have 
been  fuggefted,  which,  if  examined,  would 
appear  filly  enough  ;  but  as  they  are  but  fup¬ 
pofitions  unfuported  by  evidence,  they  are 
not  to  be  regarded,  any  more  than  the  like 
fuppofitions  of  certain  connexions  on  the 
other  fide.  > 

2do,  It  was  not  proved  that  {he  had  any 
confederate  or  accomplice,  although  it  was 
allowed,  flie  was  incapable  of  herfelf,  either 
to  contrive  or  carry  it  on. 

3  tio> 
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3 tio,  It  was  not  proved  where  Elizabeh 
Canning  was  for  any  part  of  the  time,  dur¬ 
ing  the  fpace  of  a  month  (if  fhe  was  not  at 
Mrs.  Wells’s)  which  one  would  have  thought 
was  almod  impoflible  to  have  been  fo  lonar 
concealed  :  and  yet  before  the  trial  it  was 
confidently  given  out,  that  this  would  be  par¬ 
ticularly  proved. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  think  every  man  of 
candour  and  impartiality  will  acknowledge, 
that  it  is  at  lead  a  doubtful  cafe.  And  as" to 
thofe  wifacres  who  pretend  to  argue  from 
their  preconceived  notions,  of  the  nature  of 
things,  againd  credible  evidence,  and  tedi- 
mony  of  matters  of  faff,  I  (hall  leave  them 
to  debate  with  Don  Quixote  and  Sir 
Hudibras. 

For  if  they  were  to  adt  thus  in  the  com¬ 
mon  occurences  of  life,  they  would  fcarce 
ever  be  in  the  right.  But,  however,  it  is 
fufficient  to  fay,  that  the  law  requires  the 
trial  to  be  by  evidence  ;  and  the  jury  to 
give  true  verdidt  according  to  evidence. 

The  reafons  why  I  fay,  it  mull;  be  al¬ 
lowed,  at  lead  to  be  doubtful,  are 
thele. 

i mo.  Many  fenfible  and  worthy  perfons 
have  been  divided  in  their  opinions  about 
it. 
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2 do.  The  contrariety  of  witnelTes,  of  which 

tlieie  aie  a  gieat  number  who  fwear  point 
blank  one  againfl  another. 

3 tio.  The  contrary  verdid  of  the  jury  ; 
who  firft  found  her  not  guilty  of  wilful  per¬ 
jury,  and  in  a  fhort  time  after  ( I  know  not 
upon  what  motive)  found  her  guiity,  and  at 
the  fame  time  recommended  her  as  an  ob¬ 
ject  worthy  of  mercy;  which  could  be  upon 
no  other  foundation  than  upon  the  doubt- 
fulnefs  of  the  cafe.  Add  to  this,  that  home 
of  the  jury  have  fince  declared  their  diifatis- 
fadion  with  the  iaft  verdid. 

4 to.  When  the  fentence  came  to  be  paf- 
fed,  the  court  was  almoff  equally  divided, 
whether  to  inflid  a  mild  or  fevere  punilh- 
ment ;  there  being  but  a  majority  of  one  on 
the  fevere  fide. 

Let  me  conclude  with  this  candid  quef- 
tion,  for  the  l.ke  of  righteoufnefs,  would  it 
not  have  been  more  agreeable  to  the  fpirit 
and  temper  of  our  laws  to  have  inclined  to 
the  favourable  fide  ? 

I  am  lure  the  law  books  are  full  of  fuch 
expreffions  as  thefe.  Tutius  ejl  err  are  in  ac- 
quittando ,  quant  in  damnando.  It  is  fafer  to 
err  in  acquitting  than  in  condemning.  ‘Tutius 
ejl  err  are  in  tuition  parte ,  it  is  more  eligible 

to 
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to  err  on  the  fide  of  clemency,  than  on  that 
of  lcverity. 

The  reafon  of  thefe  tenets  is  plain  and 

obvious  •,  becaufe,  if  it  fbould  afterwards 
appear  rhat  the  party  is  innocent,  there  will 
be  the  lefs  injury  done.  And  if  it  fhould 
appear  that  he  or  fhe  is  guilty,  the  word: 
will  be  onlv  this,  that  a  criminal  has  not 
had  the  full  punifhment  that  his  crime  de¬ 
fer  ved. 

In  order  to  turn  the  minds  of  the  people 
againft  Elizabeth  Canning,  about  the  20th 
of  June,  a  report  was  propagated  with  great 
induftrv,  that  fhe  would  make  a  confefiion 
of  her  iniquitous  plot,  on  condition  of  her 
being  pardoned,  and  that  the  name  of  feme 
perions  fhould  be  concealed;  but  the  candid 
public  feeing  thro’  the  drift,  treated  it  with 
contempt.  Immediately  after  appeared 
the  following  addrel's,  in  fome  of  the  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening  news- papers, 


To  the  Public. 


“  The  firft  rerdidt  of  the  jury  between 
the  King  and  Elizabeth  Canning,  which 
was  reduced  to  writing,  and  delivered  into 
the  court  in  the  following  words,  ‘  Guilty 
“  oj  perjury,  but  not  wilful  and  corrupt," 
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their  unanimous  recommendation  of  her  to 
mercy,  when  they  brought  in  their  laft  ver- 
didt.  1'he  oaths  of  two  of  them  upon  which, 
judgment  was  refpited ;  and  the  divifion  of 
the  court,  eight  out  of  feventeen  of  thofe 
who  preiided,  declaring  their  fentiments  for 
palling  upon  her  the  mildeft  fentence  in  the 
power  of  the  court,  are  fuch  ftrong  circum- 
ftances  in  her  favour,  as  (her  friends  flatter 
themfelves)  will  induce  the  public  to  cora- 
pafiionate  her  cafe,  and  lend  their  charitable 
afliftance,  in  raifing  a  fum  fuflicient  to  pro¬ 
cure  her  proper  accommodations  in  her 
paflage  abroad,  and  to  fupport  her  when 

there - While  thofe  of  her  friends,  who, 

from  a  more  exact  and  full  knowledge  of 
her  cafe,  being  confirmed  in  the  belief  of  her 
innocence,  are  induced  to  exert  their  utmofl: 
efforts  and  influence  to  alleviate  her  buffer¬ 
ings,  by  a  continuance  of  every  adtofkind- 
nefs  in  their  power. 

Thofe  humane  and  charitable  perfons 
who  fhall  be  inclined  to  contribute  towards 
alleviating  the  diftreffes  of  - — El  i  zabeth 

Canning - are  defired  to  leave  their 

charities  atMrs.  Goadby’s  flatiooer  in  Sweet- 
ing’s  alley  near  the  royal  exchange,  and  at 
Mr.  Winbufh’s  at  Charing-crols  :  where 
books  are  opened  for  that  purpole. 

Several 
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Several  perfons  both  before  and  after  this 
publication,  convinced  of  Canning’s  inno¬ 
cence,  and  of  foul  dealing  fome  where, 
which  would  be  one  day  difcovered,  gave 
very  conhderable  benefactions  towards  her 
fupport,  under  fo  diftrelsful  a  fituation,  and 
to' make  a  iuitable  provifion  for  her  abroad, 
in  cafe  her  fentence  fliould  take  place. 

One  lady  fent  an  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds-BenefaCtions  in  fpiteof  all  the  Unif¬ 
ier  and  malevolent  insinuations  of  the  infpec- 
/^r)flowed  in  apace  every  day.  The  chari¬ 
table  difpofition  of  the  friends  to  innocence, 
was  decently  kept  up  by  the  following 
paragraph  inferted  in  one  of  the  daily 
papers. 

To  the  Public. 

“  After  the  advocates  of  Mary  Squires 
“  have  by  their  lilence  admitted  the  re- 
“  peated  charge,  of  advancing  falfehood, 
“  perverting  truth,  to  fupport  their  caufe;  it 
“  may  be  more  prudent  for  the  friends  of 
“  Elizabeth  Canning,  to  continue  their 
t{  endeavours  for  the  behalf  of  the  diftrefled, 
“  the  elucidation  of  truth,  and  the  fecurity 
c‘  of  fociety  (fo  far  as  it  depends  on  the  cer- 
cc  tainty  of  human  evidence)  than  to  ani- 
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"  mad  vert  on  the  wretched  danders,  which 
e‘  in  violation  of  common  decency/  and  in 

defiance  of  common  fenfe,  are  condantly 

obtruded  upon  the  public  in  the  InfpeSlor, 

Here  Mafter  Wakefield  finifhed  the  per- 
ufal  of  the  whole  j  and  Canning  faid, 
that  the  above  addrefs  to  the  public,  hav¬ 
ing  had  the  defired  effedt,  die  was  comfort¬ 
ably  fupported  while  in  prifon,  and  all  de¬ 
cent  neceflaties  were  prepared  for  her  paf— 
iage,  which  (tears  of  gratitude  darting  from 
her  eyes)  die  thanked  heaven,  was  fo  hap¬ 
pily  ended,  by  her  being  received  into  Mr. 
Wakefield’s  amiable  family j  where  fhe 
flatteringly  promifed  to  herlelf  the  enjoyment 
of  an  uninterrupted  feries  of  virtuous  happi- 
nefs.  But,  alas,  her  fiery  trial  was  far  from 
being  at  an  end  1 

A  few  moral  reflections  having  been 
made  on  the  goodnefs  ox  divine  providence, 
and  the  wicked  contrivances  of  man;  and  the 
night  being  fomewhat  advanced,  all  parties 
prepared  for  retiring  to  red - Mrs.' Wake¬ 

field  defired  Canning  to  be  of  good  chear, 
and  in  ipirits,  for  that  fhe  was  in  the  houfe 
of  fincere  friends.  Canning  thanked  her 
with  a  dutiful  relpedt,  and  having  kifled  the 
children,  went  to  bed. 


Can- 
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Canning’s  evil  genuis  had  been  at  work 
during  her  narrative,  and  the  letfure  of  the 
child,  in  the  bofom  of  Mr.  W akefield,  who 
inftead  of  being  thoroughly  foftened  with  com¬ 
panion  for  her  unprecedented  fufferings,  con¬ 
ceived  an  illicit  paflion  for  her,  and,  as  he 
lay  in  a  feparate  bed  from  his  wife ;  under 
pretext  of  not  being  perfectly  recovered 
from  his  late  difeafe  ;  he  uttered  this  folilo- 
quy. 

“  All  the  miraculous  Aim  flam  ftory  of 
“  this  would-be-faint  Elizabeth  Canning 
41  is  the  tale  of  a  cock  and  a  bull.  Tho’  my 
“  poor  credulous  wife  hath  not,  I  have  feen 
<£  pamphlets  lately  brought  over,  written 
on  the  other  fide,  which  muff  incline 
every  difpaflionate  man  to  look  on  the 
whole,  as  a  deep  contrivance,  and  art¬ 
fully  executed  impoflure. 

“  For  in  the  name  of  common  fente. 
what  could  be  the  meaning  of  all  this  f 
1  he  wickedeft  of  men  in  every  a£t  have 
“  fome  end  in  view.  If  they  even  commit 
“  murder;  it  is  either  to  fatisfy  the  cruel 
“  paffion  of  revenge,  or  to  enrich  themfelves 
"  by  the  fpoils  of  the  perfon  aflafiinated, 

or  by  the  ftipulated  falary  for  the  maf- 
f‘  facre. 
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In  Canning’s  miraculous  cafe  forfooth  two 

defperadoes  knocked  her  down,  dragged 
her  many  miles,  along  a  high  road  (a  very 
troublefome  talk,  where  no  profit  was  to 
enfue)  to  a  houfe  at  Enfield- Wafh,  where 
flie  was  robbed  of  a  pair  of  hays  of  con¬ 
temptible  value;  then  thruft  into  a  room, 
where  file  remained  leven  and  twenty 
days,  no  body  ever  coming  to  propofe 
any  thing  againft  her  virtue  Ridiculous; 
as  her  fubfifting  on  fo  fmall  a  pittance, 
is  abfurd. 

“  Then  to  crown  the  whole,  fhe  fwears 
not  againft  Mrs.  Wells  but  againft  Squires 
who  proved  herfelf  to  be  in  another  part 
of  England.  Had  Wells  been  fworn ' 
againft  inftead  of  Squires,  fhe  mtift  have 
confequently  fuffered.  But  what  induced 
Canning,  to  fwear  againft  Squires  and 
not  Wells,  (having,  there  is  all  manner 
of  reafon  to  believe  never  feen  either  be¬ 
fore)  was  the  wicked  uglinefs  of  the 
gypfey’s  face,  than  which,  it  is  reported 
a  more  monftruous  one  had  never  been 
feen  joined  toa  human  body  fince  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  time. 

“  Is  it  to  be  imagined,  that  a  magiftrate 
of  fuch  confequence  as  a  Lord  Mayor  of 
London,  would  confpire  in  the  profecution 

“  of 
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«  of  a  poor,  ugly,  ferving,  obfcure  thing, 

<t  without  any  motive  whatever.  IVteer 
“  rumour  which  I  defpife,  weighs  not  with 

me. 

“  As  for  thofe  people  of  large  faith  and 
“  eafy  fwallow,  who  declare  that  they  e- 
«  lieve  Canning  for  the  very  incomprehen 
£‘  iibility  of  her  ftory  ;  that  it  is  impollible 
“  fo  ignorant  a  girl  could  have  contrived  a 
“  plot!  which  the  moft  learned  in  the  law 
‘4  could  not  unravel :  all  I  have  to  lay  to 
‘4  them  is,  that  they  becomeroman  catho.ics 
“  as  faft  as  they  can,  there  they  will  have 
“  frequentand unlimited  ocGaiionto  exercue 

“  their  credulity.  _ 

“  To  the  mere  puzzling  queltion  ot 

4£  others,  is  it  not  ft  range,  that  neither  of 
“  the  two  fellows  who  earned  Canning  o 
‘4  from  Moorfields,  have  never  been  heard 
“  of  fince,  tho’  they  might  be  allured  of  a 
4‘  pardon  and  reward,  that  the  perplexed 
‘4  and  foolifhly  divided  public  of  London, 
‘4  might  be  let  into  fuch  a  dark  feene  of  ini- 

c<  qUjty  I - Is  it  not  likewife  aftonilhing, 

t  lat  no  difeovery  has  been  made  of  Can- 
44  ning’s  having  been  any  where  elfe  during 
“  the  feven  and  twenty  days  (lie  fwore  her- 
t‘  felf  confined  at  mother  Wells’s  ?  with 
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many  other  circumftances,  which  feera 
to  corroborate  in  her  behalf. 

What  appears  to  me,  tho’  in  meer  fpe- 
culation  to  have  been  the  cafe,  will  de¬ 
feat  every  plaufible  argument  in  Canning’s 

behalf.  That  the  two  men  laid  to  have 
carried  her  off,  were  never  heard  of  lince 
ts  certain;  becaufe  I  verily  believe  nofuch 
fadf  happened — 

“  J  iJ*s  *  ta^e  to  be  the  true  date  of  Can- 
mg’s  cafe,  which  I  refer  to  the  impartial 
part  of  fociety.  Mother  Wells  kept  a 
houfe  of  ill  fame  at  Enfield-walh  ;  this 
will  explain  all.  Every  bad  houfe  has  a 
retained  furgeon,  who,  beiides  the  occaii- 
°na!  cures,  come  in  for  a  fnack  of  the 
gins,  the  tit-bits  as  they  call  them,  and 
other  profitable  perquisites. 

.  Mother  Wells  and  the  furgeon,  hav- 
ing  quarrelled  about  fome  matter  or  other, 
he  fet  about  being  revenged  of  her,  and  in 
no  iefs  a  manner  than  in  having  her  lofe 

^",r.  a  mod  fhameful  manner; 

which,  piofecuting  her  folely  as  a  bawdy- 
houfe-keeper  could  not  effedf.  This 
toned  furgeon  having  at  the  fame  time 
an  intrigue  with  Canning,  whom  I  fup- 
poie  to  be  her  debaucher,  complimented 
her  with  a  touch  of  the  veneral  dileafe  he 

“  had 
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had  fuch  frequent  intercourfe  with,  in 
more  fhapes  than  one. 

“  Canning  complained  tohim,  on  her  firfl 
fmarting  for  having  quitted  the  paths  of: 
virtue.  The  difficulty  was  how  to  ef¬ 
fect  a  cure  without  its  beingknown  to  her 
mailer,  his  particular,  and  ufeful  friend  j 
who  in  confequence,  he  knew  would  for 
ever  bar  the  door  againft  him. 

“  Having  maturely  confidered  her  fitu- 
ation,  and  finding  that  (he  was  under  an 
urgent  and  indifpenfable  neceffity  of  being 
falivated,  he  told  her,  he  had  prepared  a 
place  for  her  cure,  where  fhe  £hould  be 
vifited  by  no  living  creature  but  hunfelfj 
that  he  would  invent  l'orne  plaufible  ex- 
cufe  for  her  abfence  to  her  friends :  that 
there  was  no  other  method  in  fhort  to  five 
both  their  reputations. 

“  Wherefore,  according  to  an  appoint¬ 
ment  made  between  them,  as  Canning  re¬ 
turned  from  her  uncle’s  on  the  firft  of 
January  at  night,  fire  met  the  furgeon, 
who  brought  her  to  the  place  he  had  pre¬ 
pared  for  her  reception,  and  there  laid  her 
down  for  cure. 

“  During  which  fpace  of  time,  it  occured 
to  the  furgeon,  how  convenient  an  inftru- 
ment  Canning  might  be  to  him  to  wreak 

H  2  51  his 
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his  vengeance  on  mother  Wells;  to  which 

evil  purpofe  it  is  to  be  fuppofed?he  tutored 
her  thus. 

“  Now,  my  dear  Belly,  your  cure  being 
happily  near  at  an  end,  we  mull  think 
on  fome  plaulible  excufe  to  fatisfy  your 
mailer  and  friends,  for  this  your  long  ab- 
fence,  who  have  been  greatly  alarmed  on 
account  thereof,  and  have  made  all  pof- 
lible  enquiry  in  every  place  they  hoped  to 
get  any  intelligence  of  you. 

“  I  he  general  furmife  being,  that  you 
have  been  ravilhed,  or  robbed  and  mur¬ 
dered  by  fome  barbarous  ruffians,  you 
mult  tell  a  forged  llory  of  your  cruel  ad¬ 
venture  fomewhat  a  kin  thereto,  which 
will  the  eafier  obtain  belief. 

“  For  example,  there  lives  now  at  En¬ 
field -waffi  one  mother  Wells,  the  vileft  of 
women,  who  is  reported,  to  have  had 
fome  country  girls  kidnapped  to  her  houfe, 
to  be  debauched  there  by  fome  of  her 
favourite  cultomers  from  London  ;  who 
notwithftanding,  pafs  on  the  royal  ex¬ 
change  for  fober  citizens.  Then  he  gave 
her 'a  defeription  of  the  houle  (which  he 
had  been  fo  often,  and  very  lately  in) 
with  the  particulars  of  the  hay-loft,  where 
Die  was  to  fwear  fire  had  been  confined. 
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i  he  men  knocking  her  down  at  Moor- 
fields,  See.  was  all  his  inventive  inftruc- 
tion. — 

“  This  revengeful  plan  failed,  by  Can- 
ing’s  miftaking  the  gypfey  Squires  from 
her  abominable  phiz,  to  be  the  wicked 
Wells,  who  kept  the  vile  houfe  ; 
which  haffy  error  was  caufed  by  the  flut¬ 
ter  Canning  (not  as  yet  thorough  paced 
in  iniquity)  was  in  at  the  thought  of  the 
falfe  accufation  fhe  was  eoin^  to 

r  O  & 

rrame. 

“  Had  Wells  (taken  into  cuftody  flnee 
morning,  and  at  that  time  in  another 
place,)  been  in  the  kitchen,  accufed,  and 
fworn  againft,  as  the  gypfey  was ;  the 
furgeon  would  have  triumphed  in  his  vil- 
lairtous  revenge,  and  Canning  been  pro¬ 
claimed  by  all  a  martyr  of  innocence. 

“  But  there  being  no  retreating  from  her 
precipitate  accufation,  it  was  found  moft 
expedient  to  infift  thereon,  and  purfueit. 
This  begat  the  knottinefs  of  the  affair 
which  according  to  my  fyftem  can  eafily  be 
untied  ;  for  the  furgeon’s  character  being 
fo  interwoven  with  the  neceflity  of  fup- 
sorting  Canning’s  reputation  of  innocence, 
he  was  her  fecret  counfellor  and  hidden 
agent  all  along. 


Tho’ 


“  Th<y baulked  in’the  enjoymentof  Wells's 
fC  death,  he  knew  that  a  profecution  of  the 
<c  gvpfey,  harboured  by  Wells  muft  blafther 
a  and  bufinefs,  and  render  her  an  obje£t  of 
“  public  delegation,  by  everyone's  looking 
<c  on  her  as  an  accomplice  with  Squires,  who 
sc  if  fhe  were  hanged  tho’  innocent,  what 
tc  mighty  matter,  (lie  was  but  a  gypfey,  and 
<c  would  therefore  be  but  afingle  lacrifice  to 
“  the  virtuous  furgeon’s  refentment,  and 
cc  character,  as  well  as  the  clearing  of  his 
sc  dearly  beloved  Canning. 

“  Suppofing  affairs  to  have  flood  thus,  her 
<c  farther  bufinefs,  according  to  inftrudtions, 
€t  wastoperfift  in  what  fhe  had  begun,  and 
S£  gave  no  anfwer,  but  in  a  mofl  chiiflian 
<c  manner,  humbly  refign  her  innocence 
and  fufFerings  to  the  decrees  of  providence, 
<c  There  is  an  old  faying,  and  a  true 
c<  one,  which  may,  I  am  confident,  be  ve- 
<c  rified  by  this  cafe,  to  wit,  two  may  keep 
“  a  fecret,  three  cannot.  Two  powerful 
<c  motives  operated  upon  Canning’s  mind  $ 
<c  fear ,  and  inter  eft  •  fear  of  a  feverer 
<c  punifhment  thantranfportationif  fine  were 
li  to  confefs  her  having  falfely  fworn  away 
“  the  life  of  Squires.  Inter  eft,  the  daily 
tc  benefactions  poured  in  from  an  injudici- 
<c  ous  fuppofition  of  her  fufFerings,  all  which 
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u  would  ceafe  upon  the  lead:  intimation  of 
“  the  contrary,  and  die  become  an  objed 
“  or  uni verfal hatred;  nay,  fofiir  as  not  todare 
walk  in  the  flreets,  through  apprehenfion 
“  of  endangering  her  life  by  the  hands  of 
iC  an  incenfed  populace. 

<c  The  lurgeon  had  as  cogent  motives  to 
<c  keep  the  fecret,  in  regard  to  his  character, 
“  having  contrived  fo  horrid  a  plot,  for 
“  which  he  would  nodoubt  be  tried,  and  be 
brought  to  condign  punifhment.  He  more¬ 
over  found  the  fweets  arifing  from  the  ac¬ 
cusation,  by  Sharing  with  Canning  in  the 
“  benefadions;  he  having  the  management 
“  and  dilpofal  of  the  whole. 

“  From  thefe  premiffes,  appears,  the  im- 
“  poffibility  of  the  public  ever  coming  to  a 
“  knowledge  of  undoubted  certainty  in  this 
affair  ;  unlefs  both,  or  either  of  the  two, 

£t  pradicers  of  fuch  infernal  malice,  dung 
with  remorfe,  Shall  turn  felf-accufers,  and 
“  reveal  ^eir  dark  doings:  but  that  there  are 

fmall  hopes  to  exped  from  Such  adepts  in 
<c  villainy. 

This  was  obvious  to  the  worthy  and 
reputable  magidrates,  and  judges  who  fat 
“  upon  her  trial.  They  could  have  no 
“  motive  whatsoever,  to  drain  the  laws 
againd  a  poorinfignificant  Serving- wench; 

1  “  who 
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ct  who  I  am  convinced  is  a  harlot.  And  I 
will  for  my  own  fatisfadtion  bribe  her  to 
let  me  have  carnal  intimacy  with  her,  and 
that  way  worm  the  fecret  out  of  this  fup- 
pofed  faint  Betfy  Canning. 

Having  thus  refolved,  and  being  quite 
pleafed  with  his  long  reasoning  on  the  lub- 
ie£t,  he  fell  into  a  found  deep,  in  which  he 
continued,  until  awakened  in  the  morning, 
by  a  hurtling  in  the  room.  At  which 
he  ftartled,  drew  the  curtains,  and  per¬ 
ceived  it  was  caufed  by  a  large  black  cat, 
that  had  come  in  thro’  the  bars  of  the  win¬ 
dow  (as  is  the  cuftom  there)  he  having  for¬ 
got  to  clofe  the  fhutters.  Sable  Grimalkin 
was  working  his  way  out.  Mr.  Wakefield 
having  attributed  this  troublefome  vifit  to 
fome  caterwauling  fcheme,  recovered  from 
his  alarm,  got  up,  and  drefled  himfelf,  it 
being  about  breakfaft  time. 

At  breakfaft,  and  dinner,  Mr.  Wakefield 
frequently  fixed  his  eyes  on  Canning,  which 
as  foon  as  obferved  fhe  declined  hers.  This 
he  within  himfelf  conftrued  into  an  affedted 
modefty ;  and  flattered  himfelf  that  in 
all  her  adtions  he  difcovered  the  proftitute 
more  and  more.  He  longed  for  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  his  wife’s  abfence  to  attack 

her. 
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An  occafion  offered  fooner  than  he  ex- 
peded .  In  the  afternoon  a  meffenger  came 
to  him,  from  one  of  his  diftant  plantations, 
with  information,  that  either  die  Matter  or 
Miffrefs’s  prefence  was  neceflhry  there,  to 
give  directions  about  the  work  carrying  on  ; 
otherwife  nothing  would  go  right, 

Wakefield  feizing  on  this  (in  his  thought) 
lucky  incident  tocompleathis  defign,  pleaded 
to  Mrs.  Wakefield  the  danger  of  a  relapfe 
into  the  diftemper  he  had  juft  recovered 
from,  fhould  he  undertake  the  journey  ;  and 
therefore  prayed  that  fhe  would  go  :  which 
flte,  a  good  (Economical  houfe-wife,  and 
having  her  family’s  intereft  at  heart,  readily 
confented  to  ;  and  fet  out  immediately. 

After  tea  in  the  evening,  Mr.  W akefield 
asked  Canning  to  take  a  walk  with  him  to 
the  fummer-houfe  fhe  had  begun  her  hif- 
tory  in,  the  day  before:  which  fhe  did,  think¬ 
ing  herfelf  in  duty  bound.  When  they  had 
fat  there  a-while,  and  talked  ot  indifferent 
things,  Mr.  Wakefield  fetching  a  deep  figh, 
feized  Canning  by  the  hand,  looked  tenderly 
on  her,  and  faid,  “  I  feel  Canning  I  have 
“  conceived  a  violent  fondnefs  for  you.”  At 
which  (lie  reddened  and  trembled.  He 
farther  added,  pulling  out  hispurfe,in  which 
there  were  feveral  pieces  of  gold;  here  look, 
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on  this  as  yours  \  take  it  and  buy  whatever 
neceflaries  you  may  think  proper.  The 
aftonilhed  girl  perceived  avvantonnefs  in  his 
eyes ;  guefled  what  his  drift  was :  and  mo- 
deftly  refufed  his  offer. 

“  She  is  a  Ample  wench  cannot  do  as 
u  much/’  quoth  Wakefield  to  himfelf; 
cc  but  I  will  not  be  put  off  this  way.  I  wftl 
■  c  make  the  moftof  this  opportunity.”  He 
gave  her  a  fmacking  kifs,  and  then  driving 
to  put  his  hand  where  decency  forbids,  was 
ready  prepared  to  confummate  his  fcheme, 
but  that  the  prattling  of  his  children 
coming  to  him,  put  a  ftop  to  this  violent 
affault. 

t 

He  recompofed  himfelf  as  foon  as  he 

could,  that  nothing  might  appear  to  the 

children,  who  at  fight  of  Canning’s  tears, 

hoped  no  harm  happened,  that  fhe  wept  fo; 

to  which  the  father  officioufly  replied,  cc  No, 

my  dears,  nothing,  it  is  theabfence  of  your 

Mamma  makes  her  fined  tears  ;  do  you 

■c  comfort  herf  which  faid,  he  walked  off, 

and  fhe  remained  with  the  children  fome  time; 

after  which  fhe  bid  them  return  to  the  houfe, 

*  * 

and  faid  fhe  would  immediately  follow 
them. 

Left  alone,  and  having  enjoyed  that  com¬ 
fort  to  the  wretched,  to  pour  out  her  tears 
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hhfeen  and  uninterrupted,  (lie  thus  addrefled 

Heaven - -<£  Is  then  the  meafure  of  my 

«<  miferies  never  to  be  completed.  .  Why 
“  am  I  bound  by  chriftian  duty  to  eke  out 
a  wretched  life,  and  drink  tor  ever  or 
“  forrow’s  cup  ?  My  fhort intervals  offeem- 
ing  happinefs  ferve  but  to  enhance  the 
afflictions  that  follow— What  mart  now 

<£  become  of  me - VV  hither  to  fly,  I 

<c  know  not  ;  here  remain  I  cannot:  my 
<c  virtue  is  too  much  expofed  to  the  violent 
“  attacks  of  this  lafeivious  man,  whofe  lewd 
«  defires,  drive  me  out  from  what  I  locked 

on  as  a  fafe  azyluni - If  1  ftay,  I  fhall 

be  guilty  of  whatever  ad  of  violation 

may  happen  to  me - —Should  t  enquire 

the  w?ay  to  the  plantation  Mrs.  Wakefield 
is  gone  to,  and  complain  to  hci ,  d,at 
would  create  family  difeord,  and  fhe  per¬ 
haps  would  not  believe  me. 

“  No,  let  the  family  enjoy  their  wonted 
peace  and  quiet ;  mine  alone  be  the  bit¬ 
ter  potion,  fince  I  am  fingled  out  to  go 
through  fuch  variety  ofanguifh— To  that 
houfe  I  never  will  return.  God  of  the 
forlorn  take  me  under  your  protection, 
and  guide  my  wandering  fteps.” 

Having  uttered  thefe  words,  and  night 
being  come  on,  fhe  made  towards  a  place 
•  I  2  wher 
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where  f be  obferved  a  fire :  but  after  three  or 
four  hours  walking  thro’  a  difficult  country 
fhe  fat  down  to  reft  herfelf  a  little  5  where, 
being  quire  fatigued,  fhe  foon  fell  afieep. 

A  party  of  French  Indians,  who  had 
made  incuifions  thus  far,  in  order  to  carry 
of,  and  lea  1  p  all  ftragglers  belonging  to  the 
Engl i fh  plantations  neareft  to  them,  by  the 
dawn  ot  day  dilcovered  Canning  afieep,  and 
taking  her  for  dead,  one  of  them  pre- 
paied  to  fcalp  her.  As  he  was  juft  about  to 
pei  form  the  operation,  fhe  was  awakened 
by  the  application  of  the  edge  of  his  inftru- 
ment. 

Seeing  herfelf  environed  by  fuch  ftrange 
and  frightful  objedts,  fhe  ftarted  up  and 
let  earned  fo  immoderately,  that  touched 
wnii  compaffion,  in  their  favage  manner^ 
they  made  figns  to  her  not  to  be  affrighted  • 
and  in  order  to  confirm  their  mild  difpofi- 
n°ns  tovvaid  her,  prelented  fome  of  their 
drink  and  eatables,  fuch  as  they  were;  which, 
recovered  from  her  fright,  fhe  accepted! 
Then  one  of  the  Indian  women  took  her  by 
the  hand,  and  made  her  underftand  by 
figns,  that  flie  muft  go  along  with  them, 
intimating  at  the  fame  time  not  to  be  afraid, 
for  that  (he  would  take  care  of,  and  be  her 
conftant  companion. — 
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This  appeared  a  more  eligible  ftate  to 
Canning,  than  to  have  remained  in  Wake¬ 
field’s  houfe,  liable  to  the  frequent  attacks 
of  his  brutal  paffion  j  or  be  the  caufe  of 
family  uneafinefs,  which  might  perhaps 
end  in  a  feparation  of  man  and  wife. 

The  kind  treatment  Canning  met  with 
from  thofe  ferocious  Indians,  mult  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  immediate  influence  of  divine 
providence,  that  moulds  the  hearts  of  man¬ 
kind  as  it  pleafes. 

While  Canning  travelled  chearfully  with 
her  new  Indian  companions,  there  was  no¬ 
thing  but  rconfufion  and  uneafinefs  at  Mr. 
Wakefield’s  houfe,  on  account  of  Canning’s 
difappearing.  He  did  not  know  what  to 
make  of  it  himfelf,  but  to  quiet  the  family 
for  the  prefent,  faid  he  imagined  her  grief 
for  the  abfence  of  Mrs.  Wakefield  fo  flrong, 
that  probably^ffie  was  gone  after  her ;  and 
that  fhe  had  done  fo,  to  complain  of  him  to 
his  wife,  he  was  greatly  apprehenfive. 

But  Mrs.  Wakefield  returning  in  a  few 
days  after ;  no  Canning  came  :  which  re¬ 
newed  all  their  anxiety  about  her — Every 
one  inclining  to  believe  Mr.  Wakefield’s  firft 
furmife,  of  her  having  gone  in  queft  of  Mrs. 
Wakefield,  and  that  miffing  her  way,  fome 
mifchance  had  happened  to  her ;  therefo  re 

a  number 
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a  number  of  people  were  employed  to  make 
diligent  enquiry  about  her  all  over  the  coun¬ 
try;  and  Mrs.  Wakefield  promifed  a  reward 
of  ten  pounds  to  whomfoever  fhould  bring 
her  home. 

While  a  fruitlefs  fearch  was  made  for 
Canning,  by  the  emiffaries  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wakefield  had  employed,  fhe  and  the  In¬ 
dians  arrived  at  Montreal,  where  they  pre- 
lented  her  to  young  father  Jaques  Frappart,- 
a  lufty  Auguftinian  friar,  who  had  been 
lately  lent  over  from  Bourdeaux,  to  adt  the 
miffionary  in  thofe  parts. 

It  happened  luckily  for  Canning  (as  fhe 
thought)  that  he  could  fpeak  fome  Englifh  ; 
he  gave  his  benedidtion  to  the  Indians,  bid 
them  to  depart,  and  faid  he  would  take  care 
of  their  captive.  After  fome  convention, 
in  which  he  difeovered  fhe  was  a  proteftant; 
he  gave  he  a  book  to  read,  in  order  to  make 
a  convert  of  her  to  the  Romifh  religion. 

But  Canning  was  fo  ftrongly  principled  in 
the  proteftant  religion,  that  all  the  artifices 
of  hell  could  not  operate  on  her.  The  friar 
Hung  at  his  being  difappointed  of  making  her 
a  profelyte,  in  a  few  days,  came  to  the  pious 
determination  of  making  a  vicious  ufe  of  that 
body,  whofe  foul,  in  his  fenfe  was  not  to  be 
faved ;  and  that  fince  die  was  to  be  damned, 

die 
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fhe  might  as  well  be  jfo  for  a  great  deal,  as 
for  a  little. 

On  his  offering  fome  indecent  freedoms 
to  her,  flie  rebuked  him  for  ading  in  a  man¬ 
ner  fo  unworthy  of  his  cloath - lC  \ou 

«  fpeak  like  a  filly  Englifh  proteflant,  re- 
“  plied  he,  who  knows  nothing  of  the  world, 
“  altho’  we  enjoin  penance  and  mortifica- 
<<  tion  on  others,  we  think  ourfelves  entitled 
<l  to  a  difpenfing  priviledge.  Nay,  I  have 
«  an  hereditary  right  thereto  from  my 
«f  father  Pierre  Frappart  the  famous  friar.” 

How  ?  Your  father  a  friar  (interrupted 
Canning)  I  thought  the  clergy  of  the  Romifh 
church  are  not  allowed  to  marry.  Tho’  that 
be  true  (anfwered  Jaques  Frappart)  we  get 
children  neverthelefs.  The  lpirit  of  our 
order,  is  to  give  our  afliftance  to  ail  chrifli- 
an  families  who  ftand  in  need  of  it,  and  we 
derive  a  fondnefs  for  your  fex  ;  from  our 
great  founder.  I,  as  you  fee  me  here  in  vi¬ 
gorous  health,  and  not  an  ugly  figure,  was 
begot  on  a  fea-captain’s  wife,  while  he 
was  on  a  voyage  to  and  from  Martinico. 

The  raptures  of  the  computed  time  of  my 
being  engendered,  were  difagreeably  inter¬ 
rupted  one  night  by  a  fudden  knocking  at  the 
captain’s  door,  which  alarmed  the  family ;  but 
their  fears  foon  vanifhed  on  hearing  thejr 
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matter's  voice,  that  was  juft  come  from  on 
board  of  his  veflel ;  whofe  mooring  in  the 
river  he  left  to  his  firft  lieutenant,  fo  eager 
was  he  to  fly  to  the  arms  of  the  dear  and 
much  beloved  Terefa  his  wife  ;  then  under 
church  difcipline,  zealoufly  adminftred  to 
her  by  my  father,  who  rouzed  from  his 
pious  ejaculations,  was  obliged  to  decamp  in 
a  hurry,  having  got  but  his  habit  on  by  the 
time  the  captain  came  to  the  chamber-door. 
He  was  obliged  to  fly  without  his  breeches 
into  the  clofet,  and  thro’  the  window  thereof 
jumped  down  into  the  ftreet. 

My  mother  Terefa,  received  the  captain 
her  husband,  with  well  afted  raptures  and 
tears  of  feigned  joy.  She  met  his  embraces 
with  as  feemingly  violent  an  appetite  as  if 
flae  had  obferved  a  ftridtfaft  during  his  ab- 
fence. 

My  father,  defirous  of  recovering  his 
breeches,  and  of  faving  his  lovely  Terefa’s 
reputation  from  all  fufpicions  that  might 
arife  from  their  being  found  ;  early  in  the 
morning,  gave  his  orders,  he  being  fuperior 
of  the  convent,  to  the  crofs-bearer,  with  an 
appointed  number  of  friars,  to  march  before 
him  to  the  captain’s  houfe,  linging  T’e  deum 
laudamm.  When  come  there,  he  bid  the 
door  be  opened,  faying  be'nedicite ,  our  word 
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of  religious  falutation  unknown  among  you 
heretics. 

The  captain  informed  of  this  early  church" 
vifit,  quitted  his  wife  in  hafte,  that  he  might 
receive  the  holy  father,  who  infoimed  him 
of  their  bufinefs ;  which  was,  that  their 
worthy  fuperior  Pierre  Frappait,  having 
had  a  dream  in  the  night,  that  the  breeches 
worn  by  St.  Auguftine  on  the  day'  of  his  con™ 
verfion  to  chriftianity,  would  be  found  under 
his  bed,  whither  it  had  been  conveyed  by 
a  bleffed  fpirit,  for  the  good  of  mankind:  be- 
caufe  the  wearing  of  it  for  a  day,  would  be 

an  infallible  cure  for  all  people  labouring 
under  th z  fciatica. 

The  captain,  a  meer  feaman,  as  well  as  a 
zealous  bigot,  and  who  had  never  haiboured  a 
lufpicion  againft  his  wife’s  virtue,  thought 
himfelf  highly  honoured  by  heaven  and  St. 
Auguftine,  that  his  holy  breeches  fliould  be 
found  in  the  houfe  of  fo  unworthy  a  finncr  as 
lie  was.  All  the  anxiety  lie  felt  on  the  oc- 
cafion  was,  left  Frappart’s  vifton  fhould  not 

be  verified. 

A  procefiion  was  made  up  flairs  with  great 
folemnity,  and  Frapparts  Ihong  pair  of 
black  breeches  being  found  ;  the  monkifh 
chorus  to  exprefs  their  joy,  broke  out  into 
repeated  Hallelujahs.  Having  fprinkled  the 
breeches  with  holy  water,  it  was  fixed  as  a 
banner  on  the  top  of  the  crofs,  and  carried 
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in  proceffionary  triumph  to  the  convent- 

where  the  fuperior  Frappart  took  it  under 
his  care. 

My  mother,  finding  her  pregnancy  of  me 
not  to  coincide  with  the  captain’s  cohabiting 

with  her,  pretended  a  ficknefs,  and  had 

matters  fo  contrived,  by  the  help  of  my 

father  Frappart,  that  a  phyfician  ordered 

her  to  the  waters  of  Barege,  at  which  place 

hav mg  a  trufty  fervant  with  her,  ffie was 
delivered  of  me. 

.  I  was  Put  to  nurfeon  the  Pyrenean  moun¬ 
tains,  and  haying  afterwards  got  common 
fchool-education,  and  being  fomewhat  in¬ 
itiated  in  a  knowledge  of  the  Latin  tongue, 
my  father  thought  proper  to  make  a  reffitu- 

tion  of  me,  to  that  which  I  had  fprun* 
from,  the  church. 

Slaving  from  that  time  defigned  me  a 
miffionary  for  thofe  parts  j  and  alfo  to  en- 
aole  me  to  ferve  as  an  interpreter  between  us 
and  the  Engliffi,  he  penfioned  me  for  two 
years  in  the  Iriffi  feminary  at  Bourdeaux, 
that  I  might  get  fome  fmattering  of  the  lan¬ 
guage,  and  from  hence  comes  it,  that  I  am 
able  to  converle  with  and  break  my  mind 
to  you,  which  is  abfolutely  determined  on 
the  enjoyment  of  your  perfon,  in  order  to 

increafe  the  number  of  true  believers  in  this 
part  of  the  world. 

As  he  grew  prefling,  Canning  oppofed 

with 
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with  all  her  might,  and  virtue  fupplying  new 
force  to  her,  fhe  defeated  his  wicked  intent. 
He  declared,  that  if  the  Ihould  behave  fo 
refradory  at  his  next  attempt,  that  he  would 
give  her  up  to  the  Indians  to  be  dead  alive, 
by  telling  them  fhe  was  a  defcendant  from 
the  man,  who  ftruck  a  fpear  in  our  Saviour’s 
fide  ;  for  know,  we  teach  the  Indians  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  your  country  people  are  defcended 
from  the  mifcreant  Jews,  who  crucified  our 
Saviour,  by  which  means  you  are  as  odious 
in  their  eyes,  as  our  hearts  can  wifh. 

She  anfwered  withafirm  voice  and  Heady 
countenance,  that  fhe  defied  all  the  efforts 
of  his  malice,  and  would  meet  any  danger 
rather  than  fubmit  to  his  luft.  &  ’ 

As  he  was  going  to  reply  with  prieftly 
imprecations  to  her,  a  letter  was  brought  to 
him  by  a  fervant  of  the  governor  of  Quebec, 
in  which  he  was  ordered  to  go  farther  up 
into  the  countiy,  to  play  his  miflionarv  farce, 
and  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people  "againif 
the  Englifh,  whom  he  was  to  call  the  very 
Jews  and  crucifiers  of  our  Saviour.  ^ 

*1  his  order  interfering  with  his  views  upon 
Canning,  he  was  refolved  to  put  her  in  a  way 
of  being  puniihed,  for  her  refiftance  to  him 
by  fending  her  to  Quebeck,  as  a  captive 
orefent  to  one  Creve-Coeur,  a  native  of  Low 

account  of 

his  father,  a  pirate,  having  been  taken  by  a 
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Britifh  fhip  of  war,  and  executed,  rejoiced 
in  every  opportunity  of  tormenting  any  fub- 
jedt  of  England. 

Perfidious  Frappart,  pretending  fome  re^ 
morfe  for  what  he  had  attempted,  asked  her 
pardon,  in  the  name  of  chriftian  charity  ; 
told  her,  that  fince  he  was  ordered  up  to 
the  mountainous  wilds  of  the  country  ;  the 
fervant  who  had  brought  him  the  orders 
would  convey  her  in  fafety  toQuebeck,  to  a 
friend  of  his,  to  whom  he  gave  her  a  letter  j 
which  he  Paid  would  infure  to  her  his 
friendfhip,  and  generous  affiflance  in  every 
thing. 

Canning’s  honeft  heart,  not  fufpedtingany 
farther  fraud,  thanked  him  kindly.  He 
begged  a  kifs  of  peace  and  forgivennels, 
which  fhe  gave  to  this  betrayingjudas,  who 
fmiled  before  hand  at  the  hardships  he 
was  fure  Creve-Coeur  would  make  her  un- 
dergo. 

They  parted,  Frappart  for  the  mountains, 
and  Canning  for  Quebeck,  under  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  the  governor’s  fervant,  who  received, 
and  behaved  to  her  on  the  road  with  decency 
and  refpedt  ;  which  while  they  are  purfuing, 
let  us  take  a  view  of  what  was  paffing  at  Mr. 
Wakefield's. 

No  intelligence  having  been  received 
about  Canning,  from  the  many  fcouts  they 
had  employed,  it  was  at  laft  concluded  on 
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by  all  hands,  that  (he  muft  have  fallen  Into 
the  great  lake,  at  about  four  miles  diitance 
from  the  houfe,  along  which  a  nai row  an 
abrupt  road  leads. 

Whereupon  the  good  naturedMrs.  Wake¬ 
field,  who  had  been  greatly  affeded,  nay, 
totally  diffleartened  by  the  lofs  of  Canning, 
was  determined  to  have  the  lake  oun  e 
near  the  road ;  and  that  it  might  beeffedually 
done,  was  determined  to  afiift  in  the  boat 
herfelf,  in  hopes  of  finding  the  corps,  that  the 
mio-ht  giveitadecent  and  chriftian  interment. 

All  fearch  proved  vain,  and  Mrs.  Wake¬ 
field’s  earned;  defire  of  recovering  Poor  Ca"~ 
ning’s  corps  (whom  fhe  deemed  as  dead) 
made  her  day  too  long  on  the  water  ;  in 
confequence  of  which,  (lie  was  feized  wit.  a 
fatal  cold,  that  proving  too  ftubborn  for  all 
remedies,  faftened  on  her  lungs,  and  caine 

her  off  in  a  (hort  time. 

Mr.  Wakefield  felt  the  greateft  affliction 

at  the  death  of  his  wife,  he  looking  on  him- 
felf  as  the  indirect  caufe,  by  his  inhofpitable 
treatment  to  Canning ;  and  feared  this  was  a 
judgment.  So  periecuted  was  he  by  the 
dinging  reproaches  of  his  confidence,  that  he 
appeared  tohimfelfthe  murderer  of  Canning 
and  his  wife;  and  oft  times  feared  the  family 

■yvith  violent  groans  in  his  deep. 

One  night  about  the  hour  of  eleven,  as 

he  was  on  the  point  of  falling  afieep,  which 

■  he 
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he  yielded  to  with  reluctance,  on  account  of 
the  horrors  that  ufed  to  haunt  him  i„  his 
dreams,  he  flatted  up  on  hearing  his  curtains 
drawn  a,  his  bed's  foot,  where*  he  Kd 

■he  pale  figure  of  his  wife,  that  thrice  fi>00k 
her  head  at  him,  and  faid.  ■ 

„  dear>  however  cunningly 

fchemes  aud  machinations  may  be  con- 

*f  feaJ“d  "?  th,s  ]‘fe,  every  thing  is  known 
in  the  other,  where  the  tins  of  poor  mor¬ 
tals  are  written  in  large  letters  for  every 

u yr  t0  rjad’j  There  have  1  leafned  your 
bafe  and  adulterous  defign  (during  my 

abfence  at  the  plantation)  on  the  perfon 

“  °f the  chafte  and  innocent  Elizabeth  Can¬ 
ning  ;  chafte  and  innocent  the  is  in  fpite 
of  thofe  plaufible  and  wicked  reafonings 
“  fuggefted  to  you  by  the  prince  of  dark  * 

“  nefs,  Satan  the  enemy  of  all  virtue.  It  was 
he  whom  you  faw  making  his  efcape  out 
“  of  your  room  in  the  formof  a  large  black 
“  cat.  It  was  he  raifed  the  ftorm  againft 
her  on  the  lea  ;  it  was  he  infpired  you  to 
have  lewd  deligns  upon  the  injured  girl  j 
*  wherefoie,  in  atttacking  her  you  were  the 
“  inftrurnent  of  hell.  3  ' 

But  providence,  which  takes  care  of  the 
ele<fl,  has  fnatched  her  from  the  dangers 
of  the  fea,  and  more  barbarous  you.  She 
lias  undergone  many  difficulties  lince  fhe 
!‘  efcaped  from  our  houfe,  not  to  be  in  the 

“  way 
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ic  way  of  your  follicitation,  and  to  avoid 
“  caufing  any  dillatisfadtion  bet  ween  you  and 
‘l  me. 

“  She  is  now  fafe  at  Quebeck,  whither 
“  do  you  repair,  pay  her  ranfom,  marry 
<c  and  take  her  to  your  bed  ;  the  will  prove 
“  a  kind  parent  to  my  children  ;  this  do  as 
<c  you  would  live  happy  hereafter:  other- 
tc  wife  every  night  will  be  a  returning  Icene 
tc  of  horror  to  you,  nor  will  your  pillow  be 
“  ever  prelied  by  a  quiet  head— Ask  God 
“  forgivennefs  for  the  wicked  crime  of 
<c  having  attempted  to  difhonour  whom  you 
“  Ihould  have  protected.” 

She  looked  wifhfully  at  him  andvanilhed. 
After  fome  time  he  recovered,  his  breathing 
was  free,  and  his  pulle  become  regular.  He 
immediately  fprang  out  of  bed,  proftrated 
himfelf  on  the  floor,  asked  the  almighty  for¬ 
givennefs  for  his  paft  trefpafles,  gave  the 
mofl:  fervent  thanks  for  this  kind  admoni¬ 
tion  to  fnatch  him  from  ruin.  In  return  for 
which,  he  made  a  folemn  vow  that  he 
would  depart  next  morning  for  Quebeck, 
to  releafe  Canning  and  make  her  his  wife. 

4  ^lis  heart  being  made  ealy  by  this  declar¬ 
ation,  he  returned  to  bed,  and  enjoyed  the 
firfl:  tranquil  fleep  lince  his  wife’s  deceafe.  As 
loon  as  he  rofe  in  the  morning,  he  commu¬ 
nicated  the  whole  affair  to  an  upper  fervant, 
ffrongly  in  his  confidence,  and  deiired  him  to 

take 
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take  care  of  every  thing  till  he  fhould  retufii 
from  Quebeck. 

He  fent  to  obtain  a  paffport  from  the 
French  governor,  infmuating  that  his  whole 
defign  was  to  find  a  perfon  of  his  family, 
who  he  had  learned  was  then  in  Quebeck. 
In  as  much  as  Mr.  Wakefield,  had  been 
known  bv  fome  French  traders  of  the  place, 
who  were  fecurity  for  him,  and  alfo,  be- 
caufe  he  had  often  done  great  civilities  to 
French  officers  and  foldiers,  wounded  in 
skirmifhes  near  his  plantations,  by  taking 
them  into  his  houfe,  flickering  them  from  the 
blood-thirfty  Indians,  and  furnifhing  them 
neceflaries,  his  requeft  was  granted,  and  a 
paffport  fent  to  him;  on  receipt  of  which  he 
let  out  with  one  fervant. 

Elizabeth  Canning  was  fafely  condu&ed 
to  Creve-Ccem ’s  houfe  in  Quebeck,  where 
fhe  buffered  all  me  difagreeable  treatment, 
that  a  bale  heart,  can,  thro’  the  prejudice  of 
education,  inflict  on  another.  He  let  her  out 
of  doors  but  l'eidom,  which  was  but  of  little 
ufe  to  her,  as  (lie  did  not  know  the  French 
language  to  be  able  to  make  her  bufferings 
known.  He  was  old,  impotent,  and  a 
woman-hater,  therefore  made  no  affault  on 
her  chaftity. 

She  was  overheard  one  day  as  fhe  flood 
at  Creve-Cceur’s  door,  faying,  “  My  God, 
«  when  will  it  be  your  pleafure  that  my 

“  woes 
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((  woes  fhall  have  an  end By  the  reverend 
Ur.  Underhill  an  Englifh  clergyman,  pri¬ 
soner  at  Quebeck,  waiting  there  to  be  ex¬ 
changed  or  ranfomed.  ... 

He  asked  her  ftory,  which  (he  readily 

told.  It  greatly  furprifed  him,  this  being  the 
firft  time  of  his  hearing  any  thing  of  her,  he 
having  been  out  of  the  way  of  getting  any 
fuch  intelligence.  He  promifed  he  would 
think  on  fome  means  of  having  her  relieved; 
which  promife  he  had  fcarcely  made,  when 
he  felt  himfelf  rudely  juftled  from  her,  by 
the  churlifh  Creve-Cceur,  who  dragged  Can¬ 
ning  in  with  violence,  called  Mr.  Underhill 
Chien  d'Jnglois,  Englifh  dog,  and  fhut  the 

door  in  his  face.  .  , 

Mr.  Underhill  went  oft  determined  to 

feize  on  every  opportunity  to  get  poor  Can¬ 
ing  out  of  fuch  brutal  hands.  The  monfter 
Creve-Cceur  fmote  her  on  the  face,  made 
fwns  to  her  to  kneel  down  to  a  crofs  which 
he  held  in  his  hand,  and  by  paying  it  adora¬ 
tion  to  obtain  his  forgivenefs  for  her  daring 

to  fpeak  to  any  body. 

Canning  too  good  a  chriftian  to  be  guilty 

of  any  fuch  popifh  and  idolatrous  worfhip, 
refuted  obeying  his  commands,  that  fhe 
might  not  tranfgrefs  againft  thofe  of  God. 
Upon  which  he  fpit  upon  her  as  a  heretic, 
ftruck  her  on  the  head  with  the  crofs,  gave 

her  nothing  to  live  upon  but  bread  and 
--V -  "  l  water 


'W 


'mm 


(  74  ) 

water,  m  order  to  force  her  to  his  wav  of 

thinking.  But  ?I1  fn  ^  r  us  way  oi 
V  vat  all  to  nopurpofe. 

I  his  hard  treatment  m;ift  however  foon 
ilave  put  an  end  ,o  her  days,  if  „ot  t 

«  .eved  by  Wakefie'd,  who  on  his  *3 

I lle  5C  '  his  acquaintance  there  if 
•hey  had  any  Englill,  lubiefls  among  ,h™ 

and  who  they  were.  At  the  mention  of 

the  ,w!1Cr  >  *  *'®,man.  he  j“<%ed  him 
•he  propereil  perfon  to  apply  to,  and  com* 

T"?K i  e  Mnel's  he  was  come  about 

as  his  fundhon  hught  be  wanting  * 

tt  ,W,f  f"du?ed  t0  the  houfe  where  Mr. 
nderhill  lodged,  to  whom  after  a  few 

compliments  patted  on  both  Tides,  he  made 

known  his  bufinefs,  related  the  whole  hifc 

tory,  and  asked  him  if  he  had  feen  any  fuch 

mbe  m  Q^ebeCk’  aS  he  defcribed  Canning 

His  anfwer  was,  that  he  had  feen  and 
converfed  with  her  the  day  before,  and  was 
at  the  time  of  his  coming  into  the  room  me¬ 
ditating  how  to  get  the  poor  girl  refcued 
from  the  cruel  hands  ffie  was  in. 

Wakefield  rejoicing  at  this  intelligence, 
faid,  dear  doctor  J  thank  you,  leave  the  reft 
to  me.  The  government  here  feemsto  have 
a  thorough  fenfe  of  fome  adts  of  humanity 
I  have  done  to  French  foldiers  and  officers 
and  will  not  refufe  me  fo  fmall  a  requeft  as’ 
Canning,  infignificant  in  their  eyes,  tho’  an 

invaluable 
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nvaluable  treafure  in  mine,  whom  I  fhall 
claim  as  a  relation,  and  offer  any  realonable 
ranfom  for. 

Mr.  Wakefield,  having  made  an  appli¬ 
cation  through  his  French  acquaintance  to 
Mr.  Vaudreuil  the  governor,  an  order  was 
immediately  given  for  the  difmiflion  of  Can¬ 
ning  ;  and  her  being  given  up  to  the  care  of 
the  petitioner  Wakefield;  who  accompanied 
by  Mi.  Underhill,  and  a  civil  offioer,  went 
to  Creve  Coeur.  He  obeyed  the  order  with 
great  reludlance,  and  many  fmothered  im¬ 
precations  againfl  the  governor  for  having 
granted  it. 

Canning  was  overjoyed  on  hearing  of  her 
delivery,  and  ran  chearfully  to  do&or  Un¬ 
derhill  to  thank  him,  but  her  joy  was  fud- 
denly  overcafl  at  the  fight  of  Wakefield.  She  . 
flood  motionlefs  a  while,  then  fwooned  away. 
As  foon  as  recovered,  fhe  cried,  “  Are 
you  come  to  torment  me  here  along  with 
Creve-Coeur?  Now  1  fee  it  is  decreed,  I  am 
tohaveno  remiflion  of  pain.”  The  clergy¬ 
man  drew  her  aiide,  bid  her  be  comforted, 
that  fo  far  from  meaning  any  harm  to  her,  it 
was  thro’  Mr.  Wakefield’s  interefl  her  liberty 
was  obtained. 

“  Ay,  fays  fhe,  I  fee  what  his  determined 
wickednefs  perfeveres  to  be  at.  But  it 
fhall  never  be,  I  will  die  firfl,  nay  rather 
flay  here,  and  endure  all  the  infults  of 

L  2  “  Creve* 
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lt  Creve-Coeur,  with  whom,  tho’  wretched 
“  I  can  continue  honeft.  A  palace,  and 
“  beds  of  down,  if  to  be  earned  by  vice,  can 
“  have  no  charms  for  me.” 

Mr.  Underhill  informed  her,  that  Mr. 
Wakefield’s  intentions  were  quite  honour¬ 
able;  that  he  thought  with  as  much  detefta- 
tion  as  fhe  could  on  his  having  follicited  her 
to  fin  :  but  that  fince  the  death  of  his  wife 
— “  Mrs.  Wakefield  dead  !  my  generous 
“  patronnefs,  the  beft  of  friends,  if  fhe  be 
“  gone,  how  can  comfort  be  mentioned  to 
“  me  ?” 

patience,  hear  me  out,  quoth  Mr.  Utir 
derhill.  Upon  which  he  related  to  her  all  that 
had  paffed,  the  apparition  of  the  wife,  See. 
that  he  himfelf  (Wakefield  having  alfo  ob¬ 
tained  his  releafe)  would  accompany  them 
to  Mr.  Wakefield’s  houfe,  and  never  quit  the 
care  of  her,  till  the  marriage  ceremony  fhould 
be  performed. 

She  dropped  on  her  knees  in  aft  of 
humble  adoration,  and  faid,  “  Let  the  will 
“  of  the  lord  be  done  in  all  things.”  The 
reverend  Mr  Underhill,  having  raifed  her 
from  the. ground  ;  by  his  exhortation  fhe 
g  ve  her  hand  to  Mr.  Wakefield.  A  kifs 
of  p  ice  efficed  all  remains  of  refentment  for 
•be  -lffroni  off-red  to  her  virtue,  and  her  fuf- 
ff-fy'  m  confequencc. 

,  heir  joint  care  was  to  fet  out  as  foon  as 
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poflible  from  Quebeck,  which  (having  dis¬ 
patched  and  fettled  affairs  in  the  evening)  they 
did  next  morning.  Mr.  Underhill,  to  beguile 
the  road,  from  Quebeck  to  Mr.  Wakefield’s 
houfe,  told  them  the  hiftory  of  his  life, 
and  by  what  accident  he  had  been  carried  to 

Qucbcck 

The  joy  was  excefiive  at  Mr.  Wakefield’s 
houfe,  on  his  return  with  Elizabeth  Can¬ 
ning  whom  they  had  all  wept  for,  as  dead ; 
the^children  clung  about  her  neck,  faying 
they  had  loft  their  mamma  fince  they  faw 

her. 

Canning’s  return  was  the  talk  and  won¬ 
der  of  all  the  neighbouring  country,  moft  of 
whofe  inhabitants  were  invited  to  affift  at  her 
wedding  with  Mr.  Wakefield,  which  was 
performed  in  the  moft  public  manner  by 
Mr.  Underhill. 

Mr.  Wakefield  ordered  an  open  table  to 
be  kept  for  feveral  days  on  the  happy  oc- 
cafion. 

Immediately  after  the  marriage-cere¬ 
mony  was  over,  Canning  found  means  to 
fteal  privately  to  Mrs.  Wakefield’s  tomb  ; 
where,  having  fhed  tears  of  gratitude  to  her 
memory,  foe  kneeling  made  this  folemn 

vow, 

“  That  the  former  Mrs.  Wakefield’s 

f?  children,  foould  be  to  her  as  if  fprung 

“  from 
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“  from  her  own  womb,  calling  on  heaven 
^  to  deal  with  her  as  fhe  Ihouldadto  them.” 
She  then  returned  to  the  company  which 
was  very  numerous  j  and  received  their  con¬ 
gratulations  with  becoming  deceny,  betray¬ 
ing  no  efcapes  of  levity  at  her  fudden  ele¬ 
vation. 

.  Canning  s  behaviour  fince  her  marriage 
is  fuch,  that  fhe  is  equally  the  admiration 
or  both  fexes,  and  of  all  ranks ;  never  loling 
fight  of  the  misfortunes  Ihe  had  gone  thro’. 
The  miferable  are  the  firft  objects  of  her 
care  ;  the  ignorant  Ihe  caufes  to  be  in- 
ftru&ed  j  the  naked  to  be  cloathed.  She 
dries  the  widows  and  orphan’s  tears,  by  {im¬ 
plying  their  wants.  In  fine,  in  'all  her 
actions,  fhe  is  a  thorough  example  of 
chriftian  piety  }  which  on  one  hand  mull 
afford  very  great  fatisfa&ion  to  thofe  who 
befriended  her  caule  in  England  j  and 
on  the  other  prove  very  alarming  to  her 
profecutors  j  who,  it  is  hoped,  will  be 
converted  from  their  unchriftian  opinion 
of  her  by  this  faithful  narrative,  which  -is 
publilhed  chiefly  for  that  intent. 


FINIS, 


